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From the Desk of DG Lion Tom Polk
“Opening night” – the time where a movie or show starts its first run. Based on reviews and people who
attended, the show will be a success or a failure. In years past, movies would have several good weeks of
attendance based strictly on the media hype. Now movies have one good night and one news channel did
not do a movie review until four hours prior to opening. Why? Because with the rise of social media peoples
feedback on a movie now is measured in minutes not days. If you see a good movie or eat a good restaurant
– we tell all of our friends. Get bad service, bad food – again we are telling everyone we know about it. We
write reviews of hotels, movies and restaurants – letting everyone know of our experience. We ask that
“spoilers” not be posted on Facebook (spoiler – they will). We see movies surpass hundreds of millions in
revenue as people go and even go a second time.

So, what does this have to do with Lions club? Do we talk about the projects that we have done the same
way we talk about movies? Do we tell our friends about the fun we had at the district meeting or the facts
we learned about the Leader Dog program the same way we enjoyed a good restaurant? Do we keep it a
secret? Are we embarrassed to say “I’m a member of the Lions Club”? Do we find only the negative things to
discuss? In listening to what we say about Lions Club – would anyone want to come and attend?
I would challenge you to think about the last time you told someone about a good movie or restaurant – your
review probably went something like this - “You really need to go to <name of restaurant/movie>, it was really good and we enjoyed ourselves greatly. You really would enjoy it!” Now think back to the last conversation you had about Lions Club – was it similar or was it much more negative? Do our club meeting focus on
what is going wrong or what is going right? Let’s find our passion about Lions Club and make sure everyone is
aware of it.
Let’s not keep Lion Club one of the world’s best kept secrets.

We need to serve with a purpose!
DG Tom Polk

May 12
9:30—Noon

25G District Meeting

Hosted by the
Lydick Lions Club

26205 W. Edison Road
South Bend, IN
•

Biscuits & Gravy will be served



Cost $5/per person
Reservations due by May 9th

Business Meeting

•

Reports

Officers Training
5/23, 5/29, 6/6 & 6/13

•

2018-2019 Dates

•

Mid-Winter Conference

50/50 drawing

1/12/2019

Silent Auction

25G District Meeting Reservation Form

Name of Club _____________________________________________

Reservation Due by 5/9/2018

Number of Attending: _________________

Names of those attending: ________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Checks should be made out to “District 25-G” and mailed to CS PDG Ann Haffner; 11268 N. State Road 13; Syracuse, IN 46567.
Ann can be contacted at 574-457-3054 or ann_haffner@yahoo.com

OFFICER TRAINING—25 G LIONS
New and Experienced Officers will benefit from this year’s training. Training
will begin at 7 pm and will be over by 9 pm. Please plan to attend one of these
events:

May 23 —Peru Baptist Church
53 East Main Street, Peru
May 29—Greene Township Community Building
24600 Roosevelt Road, South Bend
June 6—New Paris Sunnyside Park Building
Clinton Street, New Paris
June 13—Atwood Community Building
Hovey Street, Atwood

Please watch for more information in your email next week about the training.

Questions, contact PCC Dave Eisen at
d.eisen01@yahoo.com
574-255-5613 or 574-250-1469

Silver Lake Lions Club
Chartered 1/25/1937
HISTORY OF THE SILVER LAKE LIONS CLUB
The club was chartered January 25, 1937- Club number #009838
There was a need for a “men’s” club in the Silver Lake community. What resulted was the formation of the Silver Lake Lions Club.
The club was organized and sponsored by the Mentone and Claypool Lions Clubs. Fifty members were installed, and the work
began. At the time the club was chartered, the club’s moto was “Service”.
Back “in the day”, some early projects included…street fairs, built a Doctor’s office for the town, a concession stand at the county
fairgrounds. The club hosted and provided help with the town’s centennial in 1959 and on and on.
In 1962 the club needed a place to meet so they purchased ground from a local resident. Purchase price was $7.000 for the land.
Building cost was $17,000. Later, with the extra land available, the Lions Club donated that land to the EMS to construct a building for their services and for tennis courts for the community to use at no cost.
Today, that building is known as the “Lions Building” and is used by our local senior citizens Monday through Friday at no charge
for their daily lunches. Also, this building is available for rent: i.e… for weddings, graduations, etc.
In addition, we have another building we maintain known as the “Conservation Building”. This is where we have our fish/
chicken/tenderloin fry’s. This building is also available for rent as well.
Lastly, we have another building (the former EMS building) which is used mainly for storage.
Today times have changed and for the “better”. Above it states the need for a “men’s” club in Silver Lake existed…now we have
ladies in our club and for that, we are very grateful.
Our club currently has 24 members. Of that total, 12 are husband and wife.
Current club projects:
Fish fry’s eight months per year
Bingo each Saturday night (excluding selected holiday weekends)
Co-sponsor of Silver Lake Day Festival
Assist with Town Christmas breakfast
Hang seasonal banners in the town of Silver Lake
Sponsor annual: Easter egg hunt, Halloween party
Support Silver Lake Youth League and Kosciusko Community 4-H fair activities
Sponsor “Kid’s Bingo” two times per year
Purchase eye glasses for kids/adults as needed
Provide financial assistance for local residents with utility bills in the winter months
The Silver Lake Lions Club donates to: Lions International, Indiana State Lions Projects. Leader Dog for the Blind and LICF.
We have a collection box at our clubhouse for used eyeglasses
Purchase and present dictionaries for area third graders
Sell Lions brooms
We, as a rule, usually assist with other issues that come up from time to time.
The Silver Lake Lions members are proud of our past heritage and hope to continue good civic minded work for years to come.
We, like all other Lions clubs, are always looking for members willing to assist with our endeavors.
Compiled by: Lion Marlin J. Carr on March 8, 2018

The Claypool Lions Club has been serving it’s community for 82 years. The club is active in supporting the MD State Projects and many local community projects. The club is famous for their fish
and tenderloin fry. These are held on the third Saturday of January, February, March, April, September, October and November.

District Project—Little Free Library
Information about how your club can place a Little Free Library can be found on the web at:
www.littlefreelibrary.org. You may also contact DG Tom Polk or speak to 25G Reading Action
Committee Chairperson:
Mary Butler-Knight
mariebk48@gmail.com or 317-490-5286

Let DG Tom know if you are placing a Little Free Library. If you have a library, send a picture to:
tomkimpolk@embarqmail.com so we can feature them in upcoming newsletters and they can be
included in the District Little Free Library Collage.

Dictionary Project
Lion Howard is still collecting numbers of dictionaries distributed. If your club has not
reported the number of dictionaries you have distributed, please send an email or call
Lion Howard with your club’s report. Lion Howard Heines encourages all clubs to participate in this project.

Lion Howard Heines
65204 US 31, Lakeville, IN 46536
574-784-8666
ghh8666@outlook.com

LCIF’s $30 Million Commitment to Gavi is Complete
At the Lions Clubs International 96th annual convention in Hamburg, Germany, LCIF made a commitment to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, to raise $30 million to help protect tens of millions of children
in the world’s poorest countries against measles. If we could accomplish this ambitious goal, these
funds would be matched by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the UK Department for International Development. LCIF is pleased to announce that thanks to the generosity and service of
Lions, this goal has been reached, bringing the total amount raised to $60 million. Thank you, Lions.

LCIF Nearing $50 Million Goal
Along with celebrating LCIF's 50th anniversary, the foundation also has a goal to raise $50 million
this fiscal year. Many clubs and districts are working hard to have 100% supporting members,
meaning every club makes a donation. Lions from all over the world are making contributions of all
sizes. Please make your gift today so we can continue to make the world a better place!

Please contact PDG Marty Juel, District 25-G LCIF Coordinator if you have any additional
questions.

PDG Marty Juel
3204 Village Ct.
Goshen, IN 46528
(574) 534-8868 – marty@martyjuel.com

Send all LCIF contributions to the
address below. DO NOT send checks
to the district’s treasurer. When sending
checks, use the MJF application form,
available at this link: https://goo.gl/ylvMst

LCIF
Dept. 4547
Carol Stream, IL 60122-4547

From the Desk of
Cabinet Secretary PDG Ann Haffner
LCIF and Indiana Lions Foundation Donations
If you are submitting $1000 for a Melvin Jones Fellowship or $500 or $600 (limited edition plaque) for a W. P. Woods
Fellowship BE SURE YOU INCLUDE THE PROPER FORM. If you wish an application form for a W. P. Woods Fellowship
contact me or one of our Indiana Lions Foundation Trustees—Lions Rose Russell, Marlyn Fast or Mary Ann Mast. Or
you can download it at www.indianalions.org under Printable Forms. For a Melvin Jones Fellowship Application
Form, contact me or PDG Marty Juel or you can download it at www.lcif.org or www.indianalions.org under Printable
Forms.

Mail your applications and checks direct to the addresses on the forms to insure receiving your awards quickly. REMEMBER, it sometimes takes a month or longer so be sure to apply in plenty of time so your award(s) are received
by your planned presentation date.
LCIF guidelines state that clubs can accumulate donations toward Melvin Jones Awards if each payment is at least
$100 and the required amount, $1000, is accumulated within five (5) years. If you anticipate doing this you need to
indicate with each payment your club’s intentions by checking that you will supply a designee at a later date. If you
have a question about the amount your club or individual Lions in your club already have on deposit with LCIF please
contact me or PDG Marty Juel as we have that information.
The Indiana Lions Foundation has similar guidelines regarding installment payments. If your club feels it can accumulate $500 or $600 within a reasonable period of time you need to indicate with each payment your club’s intention
with a note stating you will supply a designee at a later date. Installment payments should not be less than $125. To
learn how much your club has on deposit with the Indiana Lions Foundation, contact one of our trustees. Lions can
earn $50 credit toward a W. P. Woods Fellowship for themselves, another Lion or their club by working a shift for the
Indiana Lions Foundation at the State Fair. Contact one of our trustees for information about working at the State
Fair this summer or check the Indiana Lions Foundation link from www.indianalions.org.
BOTH OF THESE ARE WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR CLUB TO SUPPORT OUR FOUNDATIONS AND HONOR OUTSTANDING LIONS FOR THEIR SERVICE AT THE SAME TIME!
By the time you receive this newsletter I hope you have reported your club’s officers for 2018-2019 on the MyLCI
website and submitted that report to DG Tom Polk and DGE Jim Reeve. This is urgently needed so that DGE Jim’s
District Directory can be completed for 2018-2019 and to the printer before he leaves for District Governor Elect
School and the International Convention in Las Vegas in June.

CLUB OFFICER TRAINING will soon be held in several locations in the district on different evenings. Please watch for
the schedule and encourage ALL OF YOUR OFFICERS to attend, whether new to the position or a returning officer, as
new information will be given for all officer positions. All Lions are welcome to attend as there will be information of
interest to everyone.
If you have questions about any of the above or other topics, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (574) 457-3054
or ann_haffner@yahoo and I’ll do my best to assist you.

Membership Update
District 25G—Completion of Service—3/25/2018—4/30/2018
Denver
Carter Murphy—31 Years
Greene Township
William Woods—47 Years
Madison Township
Jim Ladig—26 Years
Edward Sheets—38 Years

Mexico
Albert Leazenby—32 Years
Mishawaka
Dale Pettifor—28 Years
Silver Lake
James Groves— 8 years

District 25G Welcomes New Members—3/26/2018—4/30/2018
Atwood
Marilyn Anglin
Cody Long

Lakeville
John Ort
Millersburg
Michael Patka

Bristol
Apple Jane Batang
David Gomez
Beverly Ridenour
Richard Ridenour
Brad Watson
Jack Watson
Converse
Gary Helton
Elkhart

Mishawaka
Allison Breden
Plymouth
James Weldy
Somerset
Matthew Campbell
Larry Robinson
Patricia Robinson

Tony England

District Website
25 G District Website has a new address and a new look. District Events are on the Website.
District Directory updates are available on the Website.
Check it out at www.lions25g.com.

DG Tom is winding his Official District Governor Visits to a close. .
If DG Tom can assist your club in some way, please contact him at
260-571-5123.

May 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

South Bend Club
Visit

DG Tom —Business Trip 5/2—5/6

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
District Meeting
hosted by Lycick
Lions Club

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
ISBVI Work Day
LaFontaine Tenderloin Dinner

20

21

22

23

24

Officer Training–
Peru

27

28

29
Officer Training—
Greene Township

30

31

25

26

25 G District Goals for 2017-2018


Focus on our clubs that have less than 15 members by helping them
increase their membership to at least that level;



Support the placement of Little Free Libraries;



Have a positive membership growth;



All clubs to report their activities and membership every month.

DG Tom Polk
District 25G Lions
5378 E 975 S
LaFontaine, IN 46940
Phone: 765-981-2605
Cell: 260-571-5123
E-mail: tomkimpolk@embarqmail.com

Newsletter Deadline is the 20th of each month. Please submit articles and pictures to:
Lion Kim Polk
District 25G Newsletter Editor
5378 E. 975 S., LaFontaine, IN 46940
765-981-2605/260-571-6125
tomkimpolk@embarqmail.com

