District 25-G
Our Pride is Lions
District Governor Brian Thomas
After several years of
preparation serving the District
as 2nd Vice and 1st Vice and
months of intensive
International training, I still feel
a little apprehensive about the
transfer on July 1st but "ready
or not here we come!" Just
like hide and seek, I'm going
to count to one hundred then
come and seek you out.
What I want to find is newly
involved clubs emerging from
the COVID cocoon, ready to
serve with kindness and the
Lion spirit of community.
As your head cheerleader and
supposed motivator, I urge
club leaders to use me in the
form of a visitation. Right now,
my schedule is brand new and
open-so call for an opportunity
to see my act in person.
Besides, my rates are very
reasonable!
I have been able to touch
base with many of the District
clubs and have found many
clubs are meeting again and
are preparing for Summer/Fall
activities. Please keep me
informed of your community
activities as I would love to
attend as many as possible.
Many clubs are frustrated be
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cancelled fund-raisers and
diminished treasuries.
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This will be a main topic of
conversation at the first
District meeting to held at
Claypool on August 15th at
9am. Please plan to attend to
share ideas with other clubs.
I have seen that most have
been able to hold elections
with many new Presidents
stepping forward and some
continuing for another year.
To date we have heard from
39 clubs with their election
results.
Secretaries: reporting is part
of your responsibilities- if you
haven't reported please do so
to Ann Haffner in Syracuse or
myself-brian10k@aol,com.We
need this information to print
a complete and accurate
District Directory booklet.
Most of the 2020-2021 District
Leadership team is in place.
There are several key
openings that need Lions to
step forward to fill.
These include:
A Leader Dog Trustee,
District chairs for Emergency
Preparedness, IT, Leos
Clubs, Nominations, Special

Inside this issue:

Olympics and Women's
membership/development.
Further we are seeking Zone
chairs for R3-Z1 covering
Akron, Argos, Culver,
Mentone and Rochester.
Also, R4Z2 covering
LaFontaine, Rich Valley,
Roan Covered Bridge,
Urbana and Somerset.
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"Our Pride is Lions".
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Program emphasis will be on
Diabetes and Reading
Awareness-watch for details!

Upcoming Club Events
and Announcements
– starts on pg. 10

1st Vice-District Governor Marlyn Fast
Greetings to all 50 Clubs of
District 25-G! It is with
excitement and some fear
that I come in as 1st Vice
District Governor, by-passing
the 2nd Vice District Governor
position. I am looking forward
to being supportive of DG
Brian Thomas as I pick up
speed in learning the ropes
of leadership in District 25-G.
A little background about
myself in Lionism. I joined
the Dunlap Lions Club in
January of 1969. That is 52
years of fun and fellowship in

Lions. To my knowledge the
only position I did not hold
in my local club is being
secretary. Some positions I
even held more than one
time.
Presently I am Treasurer of
the Indiana Lions
Foundation and Indiana
Lions State Office Holding
Corp and will continue that
in the coming years.
I have many special
interests or projects in
Lionism. I do hope to
narrow that down as I see
what current interests there

are in District 25-G. As we
move through the Covid-19
situation I am sure there
will be additional special
interests that emerge, so
we can carry on our
tradition of WE SERVE
.

I hope to visit as many
clubs as possible this year
to encourage membership
growth, inter-club
interaction, and to keep up
the enthusiasm of Lionism.
I am looking forward to
meeting all of you
throughout the year.
“WE SERVE”.

Important
Dates
July Monthly
Club Report

7/31

Banner Night
Registration

8/14

1st District Mtg

8/15

Banner Night!

8/22
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Cabinet Secretary Instructions – Please share this information with Club Officers and Board
of Directors

With the start of our new
year, in a new normal, I look
forward to providing your
club with any necessary
information…and if I don’t
have the immediate answer,
my good friend and mentor
PDG Ann Haffner will!
Dues: In July, your club will
receive your July-December
State & District Semi-Annual
Dues Statement from
Cabinet Treasurer Ron Guth.
You will be billed $9 per
member on record at Lions
Club International on July 1.
In addition, LCI will bill your
club $21.50 per member for
July-December dues. For
spouses and family members
recorded as a Family Unit on
MyLCI, you will be billed
$10.75.
Dues are payable within
thirty (30) days to both CT
Ron and LCI. Checks for
International dues should be
made out to “International
Association of Lions Clubs”
and mailed to LCI at the
Chicago address (not Oak
Brook) in the upper right hand corner of the billing
statement.
District and State dues
checks should be made out
to “District 25-G” and mailed
to:
CT Ron Guth
2386 W. Broadway
Bunker Hill, IN 46914.
Your club should be
collecting at least $61 in

dues per year from each
member.
Family members enrolled in
a Family Unit (except for the
Head of Household) should
be paying at least $39.50 per
year in dues. (Family
members’ international dues
are $21.50 per year, rather
than $43.)
Dues must be paid from your
club’s Administrative Fund,
not from your club’s Activities
(Project) Fund. All money
raised from the public must
be used for charity.
Monthly Reports: Club
Secretaries, the deadline for
filing the (MMR) Monthly
Membership Report on
MyLCI is the last day of each
month. After that, it is
considered late, and may
jeopardize your club’s
chances of earning the Club
Excellence Award for 20202021. As of July 1, 2020,
Monthly Activities should be
reported each month on the
MyLion website.
Club Excellence Award: If
your club finished positive in
membership for the 20192020 Lions year, you may be
eligible to receive the muchcoveted “Club Excellence
Award.” Please note, there
are other requirements that
need to be fulfilled, as well.
The form can be downloaded
from the LCI website or I can
email you a copy. Complete
the form and mail it to:

PDG Mary Klempay
52130 Kenilworth Rd.
South Bend, IN 46637
She will sign it and forward it
to LCI if your club qualifies.
At the top right of the form,
be sure to list three of your
club’s SERVICE projects.
FUNDRAISERS do not
qualify!
The Club Excellence Award
application for 2020-2021
will soon be available on
the LCI website. Please
print a copy and use it as
your roadmap to success!
Budget: As your club’s
Board of Directors plan for
this new Lions’ year, it is best
to prepare both an
administrative and activities
budget of income and
expenses to be approved by
your club’s membership.
This will help to ensure that
your club remains financially
sound, provides well-defined
guidelines for spending,
keeps the membership wellinformed, alleviates
unnecessary discussion and
disagreement during club
meetings, and helps to
establish proof that your club
is a charitable organization.
If you have questions at any
time, please contact DG
Brian at 574-596-7411
brian10k@aol.com.
Best wishes for a great 20202021 Lions year!
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GLT Dave Eisen
So What's New?
Like every other Lion in Indiana, I got
my copy of "The Hoosier Lion" last
week. I always enjoy the articles
written by the District Governors, so I
read those first. I was struck by a
common thread that ran through all of
them: the need to do things differently.
We've heard that for years as we've
watched our membership shrink and
Club disband, but we have all now
experienced an abrupt change in the
ways "we have always done things."
Some Clubs have stopped meeting,
some are meeting sporadically, some
are meeting electronically and
regularly. Some are continuing to serve
in new ways we had never before
anticipated, and some have retreated
until this COVID-19 blows over. Each
Club has decided what is best for itself.

As we begin a new Club year, let's all
figure out what we CAN do, not what
we CAN'T. Regardless of how often
we meet or how many dollars or hours
we give to our communities, WE
SERVE continues to be the thread that
binds all our Lions together.
Let's put our minds to work to figure out
how our communities need us now and
then let's serve like never before, in big
ways or small ways. Then let's use the
pages of this newsletter to celebrate
our successes. Share with DG Brian
what you are doing so he can celebrate
your successes with you.
In my case, traditional evening officers
training sessions just aren't going to
happen this year due to limits on
meetings and fears of the virus. So
watch for the details of how we can
help new officers, or repeating officers,
be successful in their positions. Most

likely this will be through electronic
means rather than physical meetings,
although there isn't any reason why
we might not offer that sometime later.
I'm not the most techie person you've
ever met, so I will be depending on
the skills of those who are to help
present information to you.
But in the meantime, support your
new officers, offer to help in ways you
might not have done before, and
make this COVID-19 virus just a blip
in your Club's history, not its defining
moment. Your officers need
you. District Governor Brian needs
you.
Despite the challenges we face as we
begin this new year, I have the feeling
that we will end the year stronger than
ever, serving like we have never done
before.
After all, we are Lions, aren't we?

GMT Peg VanNevel
Ok, but isn’t there always
something new!?
Every year, our District 25-G
Lions Clubs look at their
membership numbers and
think…okay, how can we build up
our numbers?
It takes more than reviewing,
hoping and wishing…it takes
action!

to use during our social distancing.
Just because we’re continuing to
be cautious about meeting in
person, it doesn’t mean we can
continue to provide our SERVICE
to the community! How can you
serve? How can you promote how
your club is making a difference?
HOW can you invite community
volunteers to be part of your
programs?

We’ve all discovered that we have
to adjust to the new normal, but
it’s given us some valuable tools

GST Al Beehler
As the Lions Year comes to a
close, many clubs have been
staying busy helping their
communities. Lions service can
be most helpful by supplying
necessary items to those in need.
By thinking outside the box to find
ways to help, clubs have been
making meals to pass out or
delivering groceries to those who
can't get out. Clubs also need to
find new ways to hold fundraising
events on social media.
Please share any ideas with other
Clubs if you have a reasonable
fundraising idea. Let’s do all we
can to keep all of our Clubs
strong.

Also, all Clubs need to elect next
years’ officers and report them to
MyLCI and CS Lion Ann Haffner
as soon as possible if you have
not already done so. there are 12
clubs in the District who have not
updated the club officers for next
year.
This update is needed in order for
the 2020-21 District Directory to be
accurate. Also International needs
this information so the proper
Lions of each club receives
correspondence from LCI.
Also don't forget to report all of
your clubs activities on MyLion. I
know many clubs have continued

THIS is how to build your club!
Use online promotions to let the
community know WHAT you’re
doing, and HOW you’re doing it!
Food distribution for those in need,
shopping for the homebound,
assisting with outdoor home
maintenance…Be the leader of
service, and find new people to
help! Get family, friends and
neighbors to HELP… Let them find
out how great it is to make people
happy. With enough opportunities
to give, they’ll ask YOU how to join
your club! Contact me at
pitchinpeg@yahoo.com or 574220-2362. Let’s have a great year!
to do service projects during the
last few months. Continue doing
the great work in Service and a
BIG THANK YOU to the clubs
who are reporting.
Stay safe and Lions will be
stronger when these trying time
end by continuing serving when
possible.
Let's all get behind incoming
Governor Lion Brian for next year.
Also a big note of Thanks to DG
Lion Mary for her leadership this
past year.
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Thank you from PDG Mary Klempay

I would like to thank everyone for the opportunity for being your District Governor this
past year. Even though my year was cut short by COVID-19, we still have many things
of which we can be proud. I am VERY proud of all the club’s support and dedication to
service, even through this pandemic, you have been very creative.
Also, thanks to my District Cabinet for their ongoing support and keeping me on track!
I could not have done this job without all of you…and I appreciate the size of all your
hearts!
I also want to thank our incoming District Governor, Brian Thomas for all his hard work
with me this year during these unforeseen challenges. My thanks also, to 1st Vice
Governor Marlyn Fast for stepping up to take the lead as we move forward with the
upcoming years.
Past District Governor Mary Klempay and Mark Klempay

Thoughts for July
Decide what kind
of person you
want to be - not
in your career,
but your
character - and
then be that
person.

Simple formulas
for living
- Live beneath
your means
- Return
everything you
borrow

WE SERVE!
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District Meetings
August 15, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM - District Meeting

Hosted by Claypool Lions Club
201 W. Calhoun, Claypool, IN

August 22, 5:00 Social; 6:00 Dinner - Banner Night

Camp Mack
1113 E. Camp Mack Rd., Milford

October 31, 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon - District Meeting

Hosted by Dunlap Lions Club
22482 County Road 45, Goshen, IN

January 22-23 - Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Conference

Indianapolis Crowne Plaza
2501 S. High School Rd., Indy

February 12 - 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon - District Meeting

?

Hosted by Milford Lions Club
111 S. Main St., Milford, IN

March 11 - Convention Evening Dinner; Time TBA

Christo’s Banquet Center in Plymouth
830 Lincoln Hwy E., Plymouth, IN

March 12 - 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM - District Convention

Hosted by Argos Lions Club at Argos UMC
570 N. Michigan St., Argos, IN

April 30 – May 2 - Indiana Lions State Convention

Hosted by District 25-D in Indianapolis
Location details tba

May 9 - 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM - District Meeting

Hosted by Akron Lions Club
815 E. Rural St., Akron, IN

District Officers:

District Global Action Team:

District Governor
Brian Thomas
914 Strong Ave
Elkhart, IN 46514-2547
C: 574-596-7411
brian10k@aol.com

Global Leadership Team (GLT)
David Eisen
1112 E. Third St.
Mishawaka, IN 46544
H: 574-255-5613 C:574-250-1469
d.eisen01@yahoo.com

1st Vice District Governor
Marlyn Fast
24261 C.R. 126, Goshen, IN 46526
574-875-5963
mafast1107@gmail.com

Global Membership Team (GMT)
Peg VanNevel
806 E. Broadway St.
Mishawaka, IN 46545
H: 574-259-2466 C:574-220-2362
pitchinpeg@yahoo.com

Cabinet Secretary
Global Service Team (GST)
Alan Beehler
65355 Dogwood Rd.
Wakarusa, IN 46573
H: 574-633-4914 C: 574-707-2937
mtlcsecabee@aol.com
Cabinet Treasurer
Ron Guth
2386 W. Broadway
Bunker Hill, IN 46914
H: 765-689-7911 C: 765-460-7177
guthron@comcast.net
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2020-2021 District 25-G Goals
•

Start one new club, one new specialty Club and two Leos Clubs

•

Have all clubs show a net growth of one member

•

Have District 25-G participate in all state projects

•

Have District 25-G highlight the Diabetes Awareness Program and hold screening
activities throughout the District

•

Revitalize the District Reading Awareness Program

•

Show a percentage increase in Club Membership (MMR) and Service Activity
reporting

Need Help with MyLion?
If you are new to the online reporting process, we have several Lions who can help you
learn the process. With anything new, it just takes some practice, and having someone
to guide you through to the right page. If you need help, contact:
PDG Mary Klempay
52140 Kenilworth Rd
South Bend, IN 46637
H: 574-243-8046
C: 574-286-4499
Maryrsb@comcast.net

Need Help with MyLion?
PDG Ann Haffner
11268 N. State Road 13
Syracuse, IN 46567
H: 574-457-3054 C: 574-457-6118
ann_haffner@yahoo.com
Alan Beehler, GST
65355 Dogwood Rd.
Wakarusa, IN 46573
H: 574-633-4914 C: 574-707-2937
mtlcsecabee@aol.com

Lions Club International Foundation
Your Pathway to Global Impact During COVID-19
LCIF is giving priority consideration to support regions with extreme rates of
confirmed COVID-19 cases. The focus will be on addressing those needs that
exist within local medical and emergency management systems that are
coordinating efforts with the World Health Organization (WHO) and Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines. Per the Board of
Trustees, COVID-19 emergency grant eligibility will end June 30, 2020.
For consideration, applications need to:
1. Follow the Emergency (EMR) grant criteria of having at least 100+ people infected
(confirmed cases) in the immediate area/district.
2. US$10,000 maximum grant amount.
3. Funds available only to address active and immediate cases; not future outbreaks.
Disaster Preparedness grants are excluded.
4. Funds should be used for Lions to work with local medical and emergency
management services that are addressing the outbreak. This could be for sourcing
medical supplies, quarantine-related expenses, etc. for those infected.
5. Funds may not cover personal expenses for those infected or quarantined.
6. Another option is to consider Multiple District level grants, as appropriate, for areas
with a significant number of cases (5,000+) over several districts.
7. All requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

For inquiries on emergency grants please
contact lcifemergencygrants@lionsclubs.org.
If you want more information or want me to come visit your club please contact me:
PDG Mary Klempay
maryrsb@comcast.net
(574) 286-4499
Donations to LCI should be made either online at https://www.lcif.org (upper right corner click on
“Donate”) or the Foundation uses a lock box service to receive and process all donations.
Make checks out to LCIF and mail to the address below, not to district treasurer. Be sure to
include club number/Lions number and the appropriate recognition request form/Melvin Jones
Fellowship application form and send to:
Lions Clubs International Foundation
Department 4547
Carol Stream, Illinois 60122-4547
USA

Serve locally and give (via LCIF) globally
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DISTRICT 25-G BANNER NIGHT
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
5:00pm Social Hour / 6:00pm Dinner

BRING YOUR CLUB BANNER
TO CELEBRATE OUR PRIDE IS LIONS!
Camp Alexander Mack
New 50/50 drawings in support of Diabetes
1113 Camp Mack Road
Milford, IN 46542

and Reading Awareness for this year’s
increased support!

$20.00 per person
Name(s) ___________________________________

___________________________________

Lions Club _________________________________
Dinner will include: Kate’s Baked Chicken, Pot Roast, Parsley Potatoes, Green Beans w/Bacon & Onions,
Salad, Assorted Cream and Fruit Pies

Please send your check or credit/debit card* payment to:
CT Ron Guth
2386 W. Broadway
Bunker Hill, IN 46914

Reservations are due by August 14, 2020
Credit/Debit
Card #
Expiration
Date

Security
#

Zip Code

Credit/Debit Card Amount: $________________
Authorized Signature: _____________________________________________________________
*Please do not send this information via email for your security
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This is the GRAB BAG – a variety of announcements of
upcoming events and opportunities for YOU to serve District 25-G.

• Meet n Greet an hour before the August 22 District Meeting
• Make sure to get all member updates to DG Brian
o New addresses, new email addresses, etc.
• BAG – Bring A Guest! Make it a habit to BRING A GUEST
to every club service project.
• Make sure to add DG Brian Thomas to your newsletter email
lists - brian10k@aol.com
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Lydick Lions Club
The Lydick Lions Club is a proud
sponsor of our community's little
league park, Warren Township
Little League Park!
Come out and see the talent!
Play ball! ⚾️⚾️⚾️

Culver Lions Club
Marilyn Kelly was named 2020
Lion of the Year. The award was
made at our June 10th regular
meeting.
So many things can be said about
the things that Marilyn does for
the club...but suffice it to say,
"She is a Doer!"

Elkhart Lions Club

The Elkhart Lions Club meets in person the first
time since March!

A quick, informal induction by DGE Brian!

CALLING ALL PIN COLLECTORS!
I have received a great number of Lions pins from the late Lions Jerry and Verna Martin family.
They asked to give them a good
home. I have lots of Indiana
Lions yearly trading pins from the
1980’s. Some are individual pins,
and some are in a District set.
There are pins from District 25G
clubs as well of pins from other
districts in Indiana. I also have
pins from our state projects.
There are pins from the
Studebaker car set. The
collection also includes pins from
other states and countries.
Let me know if you are interested
by calling me at 574-360-9323 or
email at
jkrzyzanowski@sbcglobal.net.
I plan on bringing some to the August 15th cabinet meeting.

Lions eyeglass processing center announces
The Ultrasound Project
For over 30 years, Lions from North Central Indiana have been recycling used eyeglasses and
distributing them to impoverished residents in central Mexico. Lions collect glasses at numerous
locations in the seven-county area that makes up District 25-G, and then they are pre-sorted,
washed, inspected, and ‘read’ by a special machine called a lensometer that determines the
prescription of the glasses. They are then sorted and filed for shipment. The most difficult part of
this process is getting the glasses washed and inspected.
Lions for many years would take and wash glasses at home on their own schedule. This caused
an unpredictable timeline when the glasses would be completed for shipment in advance of that
year’s mission trip. Most recently the group would hold 5-6 monthly ‘Wash-A-Thons’ on a
Saturday when 30 or so Lions would gather and wash approximately 3000 pairs of glasses. The
logistics in getting all the supplies ready, taking them to a central location for the actual work,
arranging enough people to commit and show up for the work sessions, grew increasingly more
difficult.
A visit to another state’s eyeglass recycling facility introduced us to the possibility of changing our
washing procedure using a large ultrasound machine that uses high frequencies to clean the
eyeglasses. The advantages of this are:
•
•
•

One central location does not require movement of supplies and glasses each time a
session is planned.
A small group of 3-4 Lions are needed to work pre-established shifts. Smaller shifts are
easier to schedule and a large meeting facility does not have to be rented for the washing.
The equipment is highly efficient and less expensive to operate.

To this end, the Lions of District 25-G are seeking financial assistance to purchase an ultrasound
machine for the purpose of cleaning eyeglasses. With installation that includes new 240V electric
service, plumbing and other modifications to the current eyeglass processing center in the
basement of the Fairview Grange in Dunlap, the cost of this project will be $8500. To date we
have over $2,200 already pledged.
Each Lions club in the district will be receiving a letter requesting financial support for this project,
as well as providing volunteers to sign up for specific day and times to staff the facility. Those
times have not been established yet, but we are expecting a two or three-hour shift that will require
3-4 Lions. We are also expecting that these times will be during day, Monday-Friday.
If a club is interested in a program on this exciting new venture, please give me a call. Your
continued support in providing used eyeglasses, Lions to volunteer to do various steps to get
glasses prepared for our missions to Mexico, and financial assistance to continue this international
service project is appreciated.
More information is available by calling PDG Marty Juel, (574) 534-8868, or email at
marty@martyjuel.com.

CULVER LIONS CLUB
The Culver Lions Club presented two $1,000
scholarships to Culver High School graduates
Anna Blocker and William Baldwin.
These students were selected by the Culver
High School Administrators and Teachers.
Anna will be attending Purdue University and major
in Education. William will be attending WyoTech in
Laramie, Wyoming and major in auto refurbishing
and paint systems.

The Culver Lions really appreciate these
two young adults. They have frequently
assisted us with our community meals
and other projects.

A fun FUNDRAISING idea from the Decatur Lions Club:
Hello all,
I am the President of the Decatur Central Lions Club (SW Indy). We are about to begin a new Fundraiser that I
would like to share with you. I would like to invite you to participate (both individually and as a club).
First, let me hype it up!! As a Fundraiser!!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It can be done entirely with no contact (which is great for us older more susceptible members).
It can be done with very little up-front money. Your Club will be doing the community a service, just by
having your fundraiser (because it will generate lots of positive vibes and give families something to do this
summer that can be totally touch-free for them as well)!!!
You will make money Promoting Lions Club (yes, it is true... you will earn money while promoting your
club). A handful of members can run the entire fundraiser without leaving home... well, one/two will have
to set up the Designated Locations (so far, I have done all the set-up alone).
You WILL Have Fun, Make Money, Increase the Community's Positive Disposition by Leaps and Bounds!
So why wouldn't you want to be part of our fundraiser and to be part of the experience?
By posting the artist renderings online. get the community to JUDGE. That's right…the Fundraiser is a
"Chalk Art Challenge"!
All voting is done online on the photos of everyone's masterpieces to determine who wins the Popular Vote
Prize.
Contestants draw their best "Positive Message" at a Designated area or on their own driveway or sidewalk
(Judging Awards must be done at a designated location).
Post the Photo(s) on your club’s Facebook or Website, and then to win, you would share your "Art' with as
many people as you can so that you can get the "Most Votes" ($1 = 1 vote)!!
All the rules can be found on this website --- http://www.Vote-Chalk-Art.com --- I hope that you accept my
invitation to participate!! NOTE: This is an example site. When we launch the contest, the real site will be
posted on our Decatur Central Lions Club Facebook Page (or you can email me for it).
BUT WAIT!! You Say you want to do your own Chalk Art Challenge? FINE!! I can help you with that too!!

•

The good part is that your up-front costs are almost nothing (if you do them yourself) and the back-end
costs are just that (at the end - the prizes*) so hopefully you will have enough money to cover the prizes,
plus much more.

•

If you would like to cut down on your work and time, and get started almost immediately, I am willing to set
up a website for you to use and host it for you as well (for a very low reasonable cost).

•

If you go to the website above, you will see two extra pages. one with a form with the type of information
that I would need to set up a website for your Club and one that has some of the marketing graphics and
email templates that you can use to speed getting your fundraiser started (whether I build your site or
not). I spent a lot of time building our website. It will take more time than you might think to modify it with
your information and links.

•

If you want to do this fundraiser and get started fast at a very small cost, give me a call and we can discuss
how much you might want to modify the fundraiser/website and for me to explain to you how much work
that you will need to do to add your contestants to your website.

•

One last thing, if you want to use this idea and want to present it to your club, there is a PowerPoint
Presentation under the Tools Tab as well. It also has information about a Bike Rodeo.

Lion Larry Shaw
PO Box 42042
Indianapolis, IN 46242
(317) 809-0797

Mishawaka Lions Club – Food Pantry Garden
The Mishawaka Lions Club has again taken on a summer
project to plant and tend to the Mishawaka Food Pantry
vegetable garden.
Prepping the raised beds, with volunteers back in May,
the seedlings have been doing INCREDIBLY well.
Thank you to Lion Jacob Crawford and the Mishawaka
Parks Department for partnering with our Club effort,
providing great care to the seedlings for the Garden
It’s going to be a great summer of food for the Pantry!

District 25-G
806 E. Broadway St.
Mishawaka, IN 46545
Phone: 574.220.2362
E-mail: pitchinpeg@yahoo.com

Lion Brian began his official involvement with Lions by joining the Elkhart Lions in
1992.
He was introduced to Lions as a child, packing light bulbs and brooms for sale
under the direction of his father Paul, an Elkhart Lion since 1959. Lion fund raisers
and activities were part of the Thomas family dynamic.
Lion Brian is a life -long (so far) resident of Elkhart Indiana, graduating from Elkhart
High School and then Indiana University. Returning to Elkhart after college, Brian
joined the family business- retail shoe store in downtown Elkhart. Brian began in
1971, then purchased the business in 1988. Brian’s involvement in the community
began when he joined the Elkhart Jaycees, participating in that group’s many fundraisers and community projects.
In 2004 other opportunities were presented to Brian and the decision was made to
close the business after 49 years of operation. Brian was the Director of Downtown
Elkhart and then head of the Elkhart Urban Enterprise Zone, both organizations
devoted to economic development I downtown Elkhart. Also, in 2004 Brian was
elected to the Elkhart Common Council and is currently serving his fifth term.
During this time, Brian became involved in long-distance running and completed
seven marathons in six different states and Bermuda and over 150 assorted races
in the area.

WE SERVE!
http://lions25g.com/
www.facebook.com/Lions25G/

Semi-retirement reared its ugly head in 2010 leading Brian to seek out volunteer
positions to continue serving the Elkhart community. In addition to Lions, Brian
serves as a Red Coat at Elkhart General Hospital, volunteer at the Elkhart
Botanical Gardens and is actively involved in the Lerner Theater as volunteer, tour
docent and advisor. Since 2011 Brian has been involved with Premiere Arts, the
performing arm of the Lerner, appearing in 30 productions on stage.
While in Lions Brian has held almost every local position including two terms as
Elkhart President. Brian is a Melvin Jones fellow and a William P. Woods recipient.
Lion Brian and his late wife, Lion Mary raised two children: Kris and Kalman on
Elkhart’s west side in the historic Strong Ave. neighborhood where Brian continues
to reside. Lion Brian enjoys two grown grand-children: Madison and Thomas and a
great grand-daughter, Charlotte. Spare time(?) is spent golfing, exercising,
landscape gardening, reading and Trikking with special friend, Carol.
Lion Brian is the eighth member of Elkhart Lions to serve as a District Governorand looks forward to continuing that heritage serving the Lions of 25G in 20202021.

Send in YOUR brainstorm ideas for community service projects!
When you organize a Lions club
service activity that is meaningful to
your community, you can make a
more significant impact on the
people you serve. Whether you're
just getting started or your club is in
need of a fresh plan of action, here
are some steps to help guide you
through the process of organizing a
meaningful, effective service project.
Make a list of possible programs.
Ask your club members the
following questions:
• What do you like about
your community?
• What do you want to
improve in the community?
• What kinds of skills,
resources, people and
funding is required for the
improvements you want to
make?

Following the discussion, identify
and rank the top five features and
top five improvements to consider.
Appoint tasks.
Further discuss possible projects
and identify three to five club
opportunities. Set up task forces, or
committees, to research each project
further. Task force members should
collect ideas for implementation,
discuss possible action steps and
recruit interested Lions.
Conduct research.
Make the necessary contacts in the
community to find out more about
your opportunity, and consider
asking the following questions:
• Do you think this project will
help the community?
• How do you think the
improvement could be
made?

•

What resources do you
have to help make the
improvement?
• Are there other needs you
think the club should
consider?
Communicate with your contacts
closely and remember to keep an
open mind!
Write a plan.
Develop a written plan that includes
goals and objectives, time frame,
and people and resources needed.
Implement the plan!
Involve your members and reward
their successes along the way.
Include progress reports in club
newsletters and meetings. When the
project is complete, take a moment
to review the actions, including what
worked and what didn't work, and
identify ways to improve for the next
project.

