
  

A Message from District Governor Marlyn Fast 

I just returned from the 1st Council Meeting for 

the District Governors of the 2021-2022 Lions 

year. A lot of preparation has happened and did 

occur at the meeting. Getting back in the swing 

of things in person was exciting and needed.   

Let me first report on the First Virtual 

International Convention. I feel that it was well 

planned and everything was timely. Douglas X. 

Alexander, our 105th International President, 

was elected. His slogan is “Service from the Heart.” He states, “We 

serve with love and compassion in communities around the world. The 

selfless giving of our time and effort is precisely what makes Lions so 

special. When we give, we expect nothing in return. Yet we gain so 

much. Our service offers hope and connection in the face of great need 

and also extends an invitation to the world to join us. We embrace the 

joy that comes with ‘Service From the Heart’.”   

Another highlight for me was the interview with Malala Yousafzai, the 

Nobel Peace Laureate. She challenged the Lions to remain open to 

others; listen. Learn from children, elders, young people. Never 

underestimate the efforts within your club. Above all, continue to be 

Lions. Next year’s International Convention will be held in Montreal, 

Canada. 

I am happy to report that a number of clubs have turned in their 

applications for the Club Excellence Award. The deadline for this is 

August 31, 2021, so there is still time for others to apply.  

Just a reminder that our 1st District meeting has been set for 

Saturday, August 7, 2021, 9:00 a.m.-noon at the Dunlap Lions Club. 

See the registration form on page (). The District Directory is ready 

and will be given out to Club Officers. If you’ve never seen the District 

25-G Eyeglass Recycling Center, there will be a chance to tour it as a 

part of the program for the meeting.  

(continued on page 2) 
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Have you scheduled the District Governor’s visit to your club? District Governor Marlyn Fast would like 

to attend one of your club meetings, share his vision for our district, and hear your concerns. Check his 

calendar on page 11 of this newsletter, then give him a call at 574-875-5963 (home) or 574-538-1090 

(cell), or send an email message to mafast1107@gmail.com.  
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(continued from page 1) 

The District 25-G Banner Night is set for August 21, 2021 at Camp Mack. See the registration form on 

page (). There is still time to register, but please take note of the deadlines for registering. 

In the last newsletter, I noticed a number of fund Raisers that were scheduled. That is great. It shows 

that things are happening in the clubs. By the way, the pork chops at Madison Township Lions were 

great!! 

I’m looking forward to meeting more 25-G Lions throughout this year. Let’s have fun serving our 

communities with “Kindness in Action”. 

“If you can be anything, Be Kind” 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion Marlyn Fast, District Governor 

A Message from 1st Vice District Governor Brian Thomas 

We're off to a Fast start for Lions year 2021-2022. (I'm going to love using DG Fast’s name in witty 
observations!) 

I travelled to LaPorte on July 24 for the first meeting of the Council of Governors and District 25-A 
Banner Night. It felt strange sitting in the Council meeting while being quiet and asking permission to 
speak as 1st Vice District Governor. 

Please make plans to attend the first District Cabinet meeting hosted by the Dunlap Lions in Goshen on 
August 7th,  and Banner Night in Milford on the 21st of August. It's much easier to be a  good Lions 
Club with the proper information received at a District meeting, and social gatherings such as Banner 
Night are integral to the Lion experience. 

It's not too early to think about stepping up to District leadership and consider serving as 2nd Vice 
Governor for next year , then serve up to Governor in 2024-2025. 

We are beginning the process of reestablishing a Lion club in Goshen. We have several contacts and 
referrals to begin with, however, if you know someone in Goshen who would be a prospect, please let 
us know. 

Join us this year as we stand Fast together under the tree of kindness (wow, there's another one!) 

Thought for the month 
If at first you don't succeed, sky diving is not for you! 

PDG Brian Thomas, 1st Vice District Governor 

A Message from 2nd Vice District Governor Jason Smith 

As a new Lions year is upon us, now is the time to venture out and bring in new members into our 
wonderful organization. Talk with your friends, neighbors, co-workers, the stranger in line at the 
grocery store, people that work at the establishments that you frequent around town about your 
experiences in Lions and why you joined this wonderful organization. Tell them about some of your 
favorite projects that your club does. It's ok to be excited about all the great things your club does. You 
never know when or where you will spark someone’s interest.  

Don't forget to ask and listen to what interests them as well. They might just be what your club needs 
to start a new project, or enhance a current one, or help out on a current committee. Each new 
member can bring fresh idea, new viewpoints, and a fresh protective.   

I look forward to reaching out to and visiting your clubs this year. If there is anything I can do to help, 
please let me know.  

Lion Jason Smith, 2nd Vice District Governor 
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It’s that time of the year for ALL Lions clubs to close out their financial books for the fiscal year that 

ended June 30. There should be some euphoria for those treasurers (and secretary/treasurers) who 

annually file the short form, Form 990-N. All Lions Clubs who have annual gross receipts of $50,000 or 

less do not have to file IRS Form 990 or Form 990-EZ, but must file Form 990-N (e-Postcard) by 

November 15 of each year. You'll need your club's EIN (employer identification number). Do not wait 

for a reminder from the IRS! There is no penalty assessment for late filing, but an organization that 

fails to file required e-postcards (or Form 990 or 990-EZ) for three consecutive years will automatically 

lose its tax-exempt status. The revocation of the organization’s tax-exempt status will not take place 

until the filing due date of the third year. DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN as it is extremely complicated and 

may be costly to regain your club’s tax-exempt status. For complete information about Form 990-N go 

to www.irs.gov/eo. CLUB SECRETARIES and TREASURERS, NOW IS THE TIME!  

Some of our club secretaries have work to do. Several Officer Report Forms (PU 101s) filed online were 

incomplete—missing phone numbers and/ or e-mail addresses. A few had inaccurate information. 

Several did not list a Membership Chairperson. However, as club secretaries we have a responsibility. 

We must go into the MyLCI website and check information recorded there for each of our members, not 

just for the officers we report. Information probably cannot be added or changed if a member’s birth 

year is not recorded. Not only is accurate information needed by our district officers and LCI, it 

determines whether or not your members receive the HOOSIER LION and LION magazine. Our Lions 

deserve a little of our time to ensure that their information is properly and completely recorded.  

PDG Marty Juel, Cabinet Secretary 

990-N:  Music for your ears! 

Eyeglass Washing Sessions Scheduled 

We have eyeglasses to wash and inspect, 

and will hold our next Ultrasound Project 

sessions on Tuesday, August 10th at the 

district’s eyeglass recycling center at the 

Fairview Grange in Goshen.  

There will be two sessions: 9:00 a.m.—

11:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

We need 5 volunteers at each session.  

Please confirm as soon as possible. 

Contact PDG Marty Juel for additional 

information. 
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I Heard You, But I wasn’t Listening 

My wife tells me that I don’t listen to her, and she’s probably right. I hear her talking 
to me, but sometimes my mind is a million miles away, and I only hear bits and pieces 
of what she is saying. And the results are predictable. I’m sure it isn’t my hearing 
ability, and I’m sure it isn’t my age, and I’m sure it isn’t because I don’t care about 
what she is telling me (although I’ve been accused of all three). I’m pretty sure it’s 
because retirement has caused me to lose a lot of my listening skills. 

Listening is a vital skill we all need to master, no matter how old we are or how well we 
think we are listening. I’m going to summarize a few tips on listening passed along by PDG Vern 
Tincher and PDG Reed Fish at some training sessions I’ve attended. I think these are valid for everyone 
in just about every situation. 

First, concentrate on the message, not the messenger. Eliminate distractions. Focus on key words and 
phrases. Listen for transitions which may signal important changes in the conversation’s content. 

Second, don’t interrupt. Let the speaker finish before responding. Don’t stop listening after the speaker 
makes a point you want to comment about. Keep an open mind, and don’t form your opinions before 
the speaker even begins. 

Third, listen and watch for other verbal or non-verbal cues. Try to feel what the speaker is feeling. 
Keep your eyes on the speaker, not the clock, not his shirt, not his dandruff, and not how many times 
he says “um”. Don’t distract yourself with food, electronic devices, the backs of other people’s heads, 
or the feeling that you’ve heard this all before. 

Fourth, be prepared to give feedback. Don’t be the legendary stone wall. Think of clarifying questions 
to insure you really understood what was said, but wait until the speaker gives you an opportunity to 
ask.  

And lastly, remember that not everything a speaker says demands your personal verbal response.  Let 
others ask their questions also. 

I could go on, but I’ll bet you have stopped listening.  I probably should tape this to my bathroom 
mirror so I can refer to it now and then.  Now if I can just remember what my wife said about that 
garbage bag by the back door. 

PCC Dave Eisen, Global Leadership Team 

Lions have been working hard on service projects and fund raising to start DG Marlyn 

Fast's year on a high note! I see many clubs reporting their projects on Facebook, 

which is a good way to get the word out about Lions being active in their communities. 

However, I do not see these same projects being reported on MyLion, which would let 

Lions around the world know how the Lions of 25-G are working hard. It's also very 

important to LCI that you report all of your activities on MyLion. This includes all 

meetings, fund raising projects, and service projects large and small.  

 Lions have an opportunity to make a difference in many lives as we are getting closer to a normal way 

of living. Get out and join together as members and clubs to find those opportunities to make a 

difference. Consider helping other organizations with service projects, if there is a need greater than 

one organization can handle. Tag team to make a difference within your communities. We can all do 

little acts of service which can improve someone's life. Think of new ways as well as those we do yearly 

to better serve our communities.  

Every Lions Club member should set up a MyLion account, if you have not already done so. By doing 

so, you see what is being done by other clubs world wide as well as your own club.  

I am willing to help any Secretary, President, Club Service Chair, or Club Administrator who is having 

trouble reporting to MyLion or MyLCI. My contact information is on the last page of this newsletter. 

WE SERVE 

Lion Al Beehler, Global Service Team 
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Elkhart Lions Club Volunteers Help Feed the Hungry Through Church Community Services 

Elkhart Lions Club members work weekly on Thursdays from noon to 3:00 p.m. preparing food boxes 

and working in the Church Community Services Seed to Feed program. 

(left) Lion Lid Moore unpacks merchandise that will be re-packed and 

distributed to CCS clients through the community food pantry.  

submitted by PDG Marty Juel, Elkhart Lions Club 

Dunlap Lions Club Eyeglass Recycling Promotion at the Elkhart County 4-H Fair 

The Dunlap Lions Club participated in Green Day (recycling) 

at the Elkhart County 4-H Fair on Friday, July 23rd. On our 

eyeglass recycling table we featured a photo board with 

pictures of the eyeglass recycling process and our eyeglass 

missions providing glasses in Mexico. Also on the table were 

a Lions eyeglass collection pail, district eyeglass recycling 

brochures, Dunlap Lions Club information, and eyeglass 

donation raffle tickets. The Elkhart County 4-H Fair 

partnered with us and advertised a raffle for glasses donated 

to our recycling table on Green Day, providing first, second 

and third prizes. 

Eyeglass recycling is a 12-month service project involving many steps in the program. By having this 

eyeglass recycling table on Green Day at the fair, our goals were to make the Dunlap Lions Club visible, 

to explain the extensive recycling process, and to collect used eyeglasses. With the help of the raffle, 

we met those goals and made new friends. Four Lions eyeglass collection pails were available 

throughout the fair.  

Dunlap Lions Serve with Compassion. 

submitted by Lion Jeanine Juel, Dunlap Lions Club Eyeglass Recycling Chairman 
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Lydick Lions Club Supports Reins of Life, Works to Improve Clubhouse 

The Lydick Lions Club presented Dorota Janik of Reins 

of Life - Therapeutic horseback riding with a check for 

$2,000, and thanks everyone who supported their 

Port-A-Pit Chicken sale that made this donation 

possible. Pictured at left (left to right): Lion Mike 

Lane, Dorota Janik, and Lion Teckla Lane. 

Several club members have been working to give the 

basement of our club house a facelift. Pictured at 

right: Lion Leroy Wise prepares to paint a wall. 

submitted by Lion Lori Ferro, Lydick Lions Club 

Elkhart Lions Club Presents Flags From the Heart for Memorial Day 

The Flags From the Heart display has become a signature service project of the Elkhart Lions Club. For 

Memorial Day 2021, the flags were displayed for three days in Lunquist-Bicentennial Park in downtown 

Elkhart. The Dunlap Lions Club partnered with the Elkhart Lions Club and provided manpower for the 

three-day event.  

submitted by PDG Marty Juel, Elkhart Lions Club 

Madison Township Lions Club Holds Successful Pork Chop Sale 

The Madison Township Lions Club held our Spring Pork Chop Sale on Saturday 

July 17. On Friday, the Lions cut 2,400 pounds of smoked pork loins into 

2,900 pork chops. We started cooking chops at 7:00 a.m. and finished selling 

at 2:00 p.m. The Club thanks all our patrons and those who worked on this 

project for making this sale a success. 

submitted by Lion Alan Beehler, Madison Township Lions Club 
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Plymouth Lions Club Installs Officers, Makes Plans for Blueberry Festival 

The Plymouth Lions Club recently held their annual picnic at the Lions Pavilion in Centennial Park. The 

pandemic was hard on all this past year, so the club decided to continue this year with the same 

officers. Proudly serving are President Ken Lukenbill, Vice President Stephen Eggleston. Secretary 

Deborah VanDeMark, Treasurer Donald Morrison, Lion Tamer Bill Birk, and Tail Twister Clifford Allen. 

The Marshall County Blueberry Festival is back on the schedule. 

This is the club's single largest fundraiser. The club will once 

again be serving delicious Blueberry Pancakes and Sausage on 

Saturday, Sunday and Monday during the Blueberry Festival at 

the Lions Pavilion in Centennial Park. We invite you to join us 

for fantastic food, and help our Club continue our mission to 

help others have a better life. Recently, the club was able to 

award three scholarships and contribute to the Noble Kizer 

Awards for outstanding Female and Male Athletes.  

Pictured here are the club officers for 2021-2022 (left to right) 

Lion Deborah VanDeMark, Lion Donald Morrison, Lion Stephen 

Eggleston, Lion Bill Birk, and Lion Ken Lukenbill. 

submitted by Lion Susan Eggleston, Plymouth Lions Club 

Mishawaka Lions Club Members Work at Lakeville Lions Club Food Booth 

The Lakeville Lions Club food booth at the St. Joseph County 

4-H Fair is the club's single largest fundraiser. Lions from 

some other clubs in St. Joseph County support the Lakeville 

Lions Club by working at the food booth during the fair. 

Pictured here are Mishawaka Lions Club members Lion Colleen 

Hesch (left/front) and PCC Dave Eisen (center/rear), with 

Lakeville Lions Club member Lion Anne Weber (right, wearing 

mask).  

submitted by Lion Sheila Schafer, Mishawaka Lions Club 
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Syracuse Lions Club Ready to Kick Off Annual Nut Sale 

August marks the beginning of the Syracuse Lions Club’s annual 

sale of Terri Lynn Nut products. These include premium nuts and 

nut mixes, snack mixes, and candy. The brand is well known for its 

high quality products, in particular giant cashews, pecans, walnuts, 

and deluxe nut mix. Prices range from $9 to $19.50 (for nuts in gift 

tins). Orders can be placed with any club member, or online at the 

club’s Terri Lynn storefront at syracuselionsclub.terrilynn.com. Type 

the address into your computer’s browser without the usual “www” 

and see the entire product line. Online orders have a $5 shipping 

fee for any size order, making it very affordable for combined 

orders. 

Funds raised support vision assistance including eye exams, eyeglasses and vision testing. Literacy 

projects include dictionaries to third graders and Little Free Libraries. 

submitted by Lion Marie Butler-Knight, Syracuse Lions Club 

Syracuse Lions Club Brings 4th Little Free Library to Syracuse 

In the spring of 2017, the Syracuse Lions Club built and 

installed their first Little Free Library at the Wawasee Middle 

School in Syracuse. It was followed by a second Little Free 

Library at Syracuse Elementary School, then a third at the 

Syracuse Food Pantry. All were indoor libraries, and all served 

one of the core missions of Lions Clubs—to promote the love of 

reading for all ages. On Thursday, July 8, four years later, the 

club installed its fourth Little Free Library at the Wawasee Area 

Conservancy Foundation  (WACF) Education Center. In keeping 

with its setting, this little library was installed outdoors—a first 

for the Syracuse Lions Club.  

Set among the flowers at the entrance to the Education Center 

offices, the library’s rustic design matches its woodsy setting. 

Both materials and construction are intended to withstand 

harsh weather over time, according to Lion Service Project 

Chair John Searfoss who, along with Lion Past President Marie 

Butler-Knight, was responsible for the library’s design and 

construction. Searfoss also noted that the library includes a piece of Syracuse history: its peaked 

gables are made from wood that was harvested from the kitchen of the old Sargent Hotel when it was 

demolished in the 1970’s. Syracuse Lions Club  President Doris Yoder described the Little Free Library 

project as “yet another unique opportunity for our Lions to support literacy in the Syracuse 

community.” 

Dedication of the WACF Little Free Library was held at the Education Center, and stewardship of the 

library was accepted by Executive Director Heather Harwood. Also present at the dedication were 

Education Officer Pam Schumm and Director Linda Earnest. The library shelves were stocked with 

nature-related books for all ages, donated by Lions Club members and by the Half Price Books store in 

Fort Wayne. The library invites readers of all ages to “Take a Book, Leave a Book,” encouraging book 

sharing and making free books accessible to the community. 

submitted by Lion Marie Butler-Knight, Syracuse Lions Club 

Pictued left to right at the WACF 
Little Free Library dedication are 
WACF Director Linda Earnest, Lion 
John Searfoss, WACF Executive 
Director Heather Harwood, WACF 
Education Officer Pam Schumm, and 
Lion Marie Butler-Knight. 
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Indiana Lions Foundation Needs Your Help at the Indiana State Fair 

The Indiana State Fair project is the single largest fundraiser for the Indiana Lions 
Foundation. Once again, we are asking for your help to staff 3 gates at the Fair.  We have 
more than 800 positions to fill, but only 400 are filled so far. Committee members are 
working diligently to recruit volunteers, but the time for recruitment is considerably shorter 
this year. 

There are many changes at the Indiana State Fair this year.  

• The schedule has been expanded from 3 weekends to 4, but the Fair wll be closed Monday and 
Tuesday of each week. The Fair will open early on the first 2 Fridays, so a few positions will start at 
5:30 a.m. on those days. There are also staggered start times for the morning and afternoon shifts 
every day. Please check the Foundation website for details. Gates will close at 8:00 p.m. daily, 
instead of 9:00 p.m. or 9:30 p.m., as in previous years. 

• No more riding the shuttle from the 46th Street parking lot! We will enter through Gate 10 on 42nd 
Street at the northeast corner of the fairgrounds. Identify yourself as a Lions Foundation volunteer 
and you should not be asked to pay entry or parking fees. It will help to wear a Lions shirt or hat. As 
you enter the gate, you will see a large gray building on your right. Park as close to that building as 
possible.  

• Our check-in area will be set up in a small free-standing building on the west side of the large gray 
building. The bank will be in a similar building nearby. Volunteers will be transported to their gates 
after they complete the check-in process. 

• In addition to ticket sellers and tickets scanners, we will also provide kiosk monitors to monitor new 
self-service ticket kiosks. All ticket sellers and kiosk monitors will be in air-conditioned buildings. 
Ticket scanners will still be outside under tents. This year, the scanning devices will be mounted on 
tables, fairgoers will scan their own tickets, and our ticket scanners will simply approve entry after 
tickets are successfully scanned. 

If you work a morning shift, you will receive 1 W.P. Woods credit for each shift worked, if you work an 
afternoon shift, you will receive 2 W.P. Woods credits for each shift worked, or you may choose to have 
$10 donated to any of the 5 state projects or your club. W.P. Woods credits are worth $50 each when 
you use credits to purchase a W.P. Woods Fellowship for yourself or someone else. 

Bring a car full of people (5 or more) to work and the Foundation will pay for your gasoline. 

Bring a van full of people (8 or more), and the Foundation will pay up to $125 towards the van rental, 
plus pay for your gasoline. 

To be reimbursed after the State Fair, provide the names of the people who worked, the date they 
worked, and receipts for the van rental (if applicable) and gasoline. 

Contact any member of the Foundation’s State Fair Committee for additional information. 

PDG Bob Howard (260-243-0678) 
PCC Bob Booher (317-435-0139) 
PDG Don Cooper (260-615-5350) 
Lion Pam Arnold (260-705-6610) 
Lion Rose Russell (574-250-0125) 

Please volunteer by visiting our website at https://IndianaLionsFoundationMD25.org and encourage 
your club members, family members, and friends to volunteer, as well. 

submitted by Lion Rose Russell, Indiana Lions Foundation Trustee 



13 



14 



15 

August 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 DG Visit, 
Baugo LC 

3 4 5 6 7 Cabinet 
Meeting, 
Goshen 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 25-G 
Banner Night, 
Camp Mack 

22 23 24 25 DG Visit, 
Culver LC 

26 27 28 

29 25-C 
Banner Night 

30 31     

September 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 DG Visit, 

Dunlap LC 

3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 IN Lions 

Foundation 

Trustees 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 25-E 

Banner Night 

26 27 DG Visit, 

Syracuse LC 

28 29 30   
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District Global Action Team 

Global Leadership Team (GLT) 
PCC David Eisen 
1112 E. Third Street 
Mishawaka, IN 46544 
H: 574-255-5613 
C: 574-250-1469 
d.eisen01@yahoo.com 

Global Membership Team (GMT) 
PDG Mary Klempay 
52140 Kenilworth Road 
South Bend, IN 46637 
H: 574-243-8046 
C: 574-286-4499 
maryrsb@comcast.net 

Global Service Team (GST) 
Lion Alan Beehler 
65355 Dogwood Road 
Wakarusa, IN 46573 
H: 574-633-4914 
C: 574-707-2937 
mtlcsecabee@aol.com 

Campaign 100’s Final Phase 

How will we make our goal? With your help! Find 

out more about how you can support your fellow 

Lions as they transform lives and communities at 

home and around the world. 

 

District Administrator 
(for assistance with MyLCI & MyLion) 

PDG Ann Haffner 
11268 N. SR 13 
Syracuse, IN 46567 
H: 574-457-3054 
C: 574-457-6118 
ann_haffner@yahoo.com 

District Newletter Editor 

PDG Paul Russell 
P.O. Box 31 
Lakeville, IN 46536-0031 
C: 574-250-2621 
H: 574-784-9094 
pdgpaul25g@gmail.com 

Mark Your Calendar 

Sat, Aug 7, 2021 District Cabinet Meeting #1 

Fairview Grange, Goshen, Indiana 

Sat, Aug 21, 2021 Banner Night 

Camp Alexander Mack, Milford, Indiana 

Sat, Oct 30, 2021 District Cabinet Meeting #2 

Community Building, Urbana, Indiana 

Sat, Jan 22, 2022 Mid-Winter Conference 

Crowne Plaza Indianapolis Airport, Indianapolis 

Sat, Feb 19, 2022 District Cabinet Meeting #3 

Leesburg Community Building, Leesburg, Indiana 

Saturday, March 12, 2022 District Convention 

Argos United Methodist Church, Argos, Indiana 

Apr 29—May 1, 2022 State Convention 

TBA 

Sat, May 14, 2022 District Cabinet Meeting #4 

Vandalia Railroad Station, Culver, Indiana 

CONTRIBUTE 

Make no small plans for 

they have no magic to stir 

men's souls. - Daniel Burnham 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/give-how-to-give/campaign-100

