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A Message from District Governor Brian Thomas 

Here's a simple statement with widespread potential, "Let's get back to the things 

we love", family, faith, career (retirement), Lions, and community involvement. We 

are so close and yet so far away to bringing all those facets of our lives back into 

sync. I've believed and said in several forums that COVID was not going away any 

time soon, however, with the recent increase in public cooperation in mask-wearing 

and social distancing and the availability of an effective vaccine, I had hope we were 

climbing out of the worst. I didn't factor in the emergence of virus variants that 

have recently hit us. As of this writing, Elkhart County is operating under a mask 

mandate and is at Level Orange because of a spike in our infection figures. I was 

under the happy illusion that if I became vaccinated and "safe" and those around 

me became vaccinated and "safe", that it signaled a potential end to the pandemic and a return to 

normalcy. However, at least in Elkhart County, there are segments of the population who are hesitant 

and even adamant against receiving the vaccine. As a result, our vaccinated percentage remains 

disappointingly low. Be that as it may, the choice to become vaccinated is a highly personal decision and 

is none of my business other than it affects my attempts to bring Lionism in 25-G back to normal. Done 

orating from my soapbox; besides, I only climb up on the box so I can see better! 

By the time you read this, our State Convention will have been held in Indy on April 30 to May 2. I 

predict it will be a successful, safe gathering of Indiana Lions. We will have had a Governors’ meeting on 

Sunday, so I will also predict it will be a long weekend. 

We will have our 4th and final District Meeting on Saturday, May 8, hosted by the Baugo Township Lions 

in Jimtown. It will be an in-person meeting, as all the Districts in Indiana were planning to be. It will be 

limited to 50 participants. There will be a $5 breakfast at 8:00 a.m., with the meeting at 9:00 a.m. 

Two months left in my year as District Governor; it doesn't seem possible that it's coming to an end. I 

have had several meetings and many phone call with DGE Marlyn helping get ready for his year. He is 

assembling a great team and has many innovative ideas to help move 25-G forward. It seems like he is 

well ahead of where I was last year. 

So, prepare yourself. Prepare yourself against COVID. Prepare yourself to return to involvement.  

Prepare your club to hit the ground running. Prepare yourself to return to the things we love.  

Lion Brian Thomas 

District Governor 2020-2021 

Thought for the Month 

Never regret a day in your life. Good days give happiness, bad days give experience, the worst days give 
lessons, and the best days give memories. 

Joke of the Month 

My girlfriend asked me to take her to one of those restaurants where they make the food right in front of 
you. I took her to Subway. 
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A Message From District Governor Elect Marlyn Fast 

Previously in my article, I said that spring has arrived according to the calendar. 

Today, as I am writing this, they are forecasting snow. What is going on? For the 

last year, we have had to avoid having Lions meetings, adapt to virtual meetings, 

or had to cancel meetings due to COVID-19 guidelines. What is going on? It just 

seems impossible that this could happen in today’s world. But this is reality, and 

together we are meeting the challenge. 

One of my responsibilities as 1st Vice District Governor is to fill District Leadership 

positions for the coming year. I realize that this is a broken record, but I am still 

looking for Lions to serve as two Leader Dog Trustees and two Zone Chairpersons. 

These positions need to be filled to help make District 25-G operate smoothly. 

By the time this newsletter is emailed, the State Convention will have happened. A lot of planning was 

required to pull this off this year. The Marion County Health Department required many changes to 

make this convention safe. Thanks to District 25-F for hosting the Convention. 

Due to limits on international travel and large gatherings, the International Convention in Montreal, 

Canada June 25-29, 2021, will be virtual. This means that every Lion can attend this Convention and 

experience it with very little cost. I encourage you to take advantage of this experience. Much planning 

is already in progress for this virtual event to make this worthwhile. Please watch for additional 

information on this event.    

This past year has been a hard one for keeping our membership numbers up. Right now, there are 

1,275 Lion members in our District. We need to work together diligently to add to the membership 

numbers in our District and in each of our local clubs. Together we can do it!   

Let’s serve with Kindness in Action! 

District Governor-Elect Marlyn Fast 

Accurate Club Records Are Critical For Accurate Dues Invoices 

LCI will be sending out dues invoices in July based on your club’s member count as of June 30, 2021.  

Please have your club’s membership up-to-date with the June MMR filed before the end of the month 

so you are not charged for members no longer with your club. 

We will have some new secretaries and treasurers effective July 1, 2021 and I ask that you get your 

new officer information listed on the LCI website so I can update my records prior to the next dues 

cycle. 

You can expect a district dues invoice from me via e-mail in early July after I receive the member count 

from LCI. Invoices are sent to treasurer and/or secretary email address on record with LCI.  If none is 

listed or your treasurer has contacted me with changes they are sent via postal mail. 

In the past year some clubs have not received an invoice or dues notice from LCI in a timely matter 

due to short staffing at LCI and/or slow postal mail delivery.  If you need to know your dues amount or 

have any LCI invoice questions, please feel free to contact me and I will help you find the answers 

online or I can send a copy to you. 

We Serve, 

Lion Ron Guth, Cabinet Treasurer 

guthron@comcast.net 

765-460-7177 mobile 
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If you are submitting $1000 for a Melvin Jones Fellowship or $500 for a W. P. Woods Fellowship or Dr. 

Richard T. Miyamoto Fellowship BE SURE YOU INCLUDE THE PROPER FORM. The W. P. Woods 

Fellowship form can be downloaded at https://secure.indianalionsfoundationmd25.org/apply/forms/

woods.php. A Melvin Jones Fellowship Form can be downloaded at www.lcif.org or 

www.indianalions.org under Printable Forms. For a Miyamoto Fellowship Application, contact Speech 

and Hearing Trustee PDG Mary Klempay, Lion Jerry Wright, or Lion Gary Chastain. That $500 donation 

can be paid over a two-year period of time. 

Mail your applications and checks direct to the addresses on the forms to insure receiving your awards 

quickly. REMEMBER, it sometimes takes a month or longer so be sure to apply in plenty of time so your 

award can be received by your planned presentation date.  

LCIF guidelines state that clubs can accumulate donations toward Melvin Jones Awards. You can check 

with District 25-G LCIF Coordinator PDG Mary Klempay to see if you have enough credits to use and 

present a Melvin Jones Fellowship. 

The Indiana Lions Foundation has similar guidelines. If your club feels it can accumulate $500 within a 

reasonable period of time you need to indicate with each payment your club’s intention with a note 

stating you will supply a designee at a later date. To learn how much your club has on deposit with the 

Indiana Lions Foundation, contact a trustee or Lion Mary Ann Mast, 4699 East Fall Creek Drive, 

Bloomington, IN 47401. Lions can earn a $50 credit toward a W. P. Woods Fellowship for themselves, 

another Lion, or their club by working a shift for the Indiana Lions Foundation at the State Fair. To 

work at the fair this summer you can sign up directly on the Indiana Lions Foundation link at 

www.indianalions.org.    

These are great opportunities for your club to support our Foundation, the Indiana Lions Speech & 

Hearing project, and the Lions Clubs International Foundation, and honor outstanding Lions for their 

service at the same time.  

By the time you receive this newsletter, I hope you have reported your club’s officers for 2021-2022 on 

the MyLCI website and submitted that report to 1st Vice District Governor Marlyn Fast. This is urgently 

needed so that his district directory can be completed and to the printer in June.  

If you have questions about any of the above or other topics, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

PDG Marty Juel- Cabinet Secretary 

marty@martyjuel.com 

574-534-8868 (H) or 574-322-1660 (C) 

Prepare now for your  
club’s year-end awards 

Promote Your Club and Support the District 

Use an ad in the 2021-2022 district directory to promote your club’s activities, recognize an 
outstanding member, or show your support for club or district officers. Ad revenue is used to offset the 
cost of printing the directory.  
 
 
 
 
Send your ad as a Word document or PDF file by email to DGE Marlyn Fast at mafast1107@gmail.com.  

Send a check payable to “District 25-G” to DGE Marlyn Fast at 24261 CR 126, Goshen, IN 46526. 

Ads and checks must be received by Friday, May 28, 2021. 

1/4 page 
1/2 page 
Full page 

$25 
$50 

$100 
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Before you ‘pooh-pooh’ this 

as just another article on 

membership growth and 

development, take a close 

look at these membership 

statistics and compare them 

to your club’s actual history. The first chart shows a decline 

of members in a club over a 13-year history. This club went 

from 83 to 59 members during this time, a loss of 29%.  

This was slightly worse than District 25-G’s actual 

experience of going from 1967 members to 1498, a drop of 

24%. Review you club’s actual history and determine your 

loss rate over the past ten years. Ignore the losses you had 

due to death and consider the number of Lions that actually 

left your club for other reasons. Your club may be smaller, 

but it will probably show similar trends. And if you project 

your membership out another ten years, it may be threatening. Now look at the second chart, showing 

a club with 25 members in the left column, and in typical experiences over a ten year history it might 

drop to 15 members (red bars), a drop of 40%. But here is 

where it gets interesting. The blue area is a projected 

growth of 2 to 3 new members each year over a period of 

ten years who have received orientation, involvement, and 

continued education by using a new member orientation 

manual which includes a commitment from the club and an 

orientation checklist used to keep the sponsor and assisting 

Lions on track with the new member over a period of no 

less than two years. Let’s call these ‘Lions for Life’ as they 

have been educated and informed and the ‘back door’ is 

closed. The green area represents new members of new 

members of the blue. Remember new members bring new 

members, especially those who are passionate and are 

great Lions. The yellow is simply more of the same from the new members of the green. With no or 

little recruiting and no plan to orient, involve, and educate new lions you may want to rally and take an 

attitude of recruiting a new member and making that new member a Lion for Life. Get your new 

members actively involved in your membership recruitment the moment they are initiated into your 

club. Remember, those new Lions were excited to join your club, so use their excitement in your 

recruitment efforts.   

If you would like a more detailed program for your club on how to accomplish this, please give me a 

call. I would be happy to come to your club and provide additional information. 

PDG Marty Juel, Cabinet Secretary 

marty@martyjuel.com  - (574) 534-8868 (H) or (574) 322-1660 (C) 

Double your membership?  
Are you ready? 
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If It Were Up To Me ... 

When I hear someone start a conversation with those words, my smile freezes and I 

start to cringe inside. As long as the speaker doesn’t start tapping me in the chest with a 

forefinger, I figure there’s hope of getting out of the conversation alive. 

But in this article, I think there is room for that comment. It struck me when I read the 

District Governors’ articles in the new HOOSIER LION, that it is time to pay attention.  

Although they may not have consulted together before writing their articles, their themes were 

basically quite common. What I read from those articles is that Lionism in Indiana will not be the same 

as Lionism pre-COVID. I am not using this piece to speculate how differently Lionism will be, but I 

believe we will be different. How each Club handles post-COVID Lionism is up to them. There is no 

magic formula. It will not suffice to assume that we can just pick up where we left off, just as we left 

off, as though we had been on a long vacation. 

What we need is leadership at all levels. Note that I said leadership, not dictatorship. By now, we 

should all have elected Club officers for the coming year. I believe our new Club leaders, as well as all 

Club members, need to think about how they will serve their individual communities. Will all the same 

doors be open, or will we have to find new ways to serve to remain relevant? This will have to be a club 

decision, one in which we should all be able to say, “Now if it were up to me...” and the rest of us 

should be ready to listen with open minds. Careful listening, reasoning, and decision making are what 

will guarantee our future success in keeping members safe as well as active. And because we don’t 

exist in a vacuum, discussing this with community leaders will also help keep our Clubs relevant in 

these new times. 

This will be a challenging year for all Lions, not just for our Club officers. Certainly being an effective 

and listening leader is important, but supporting our leaders is more important now than ever. 

Supporting each other is equally vital. Let’s start those conversations now. 

PCC Dave Eisen 

Global Leadership Team 

No Service Is Too Small To Make A Difference In Someone’s Life 

With only two months left in DG Lion Brian’s term, let’s not forget those in our 

communities that can use a helping hand. As Lions, we all want to help those less 

fortunate, whoever, wherever, and however we can. This can be done as a group of 

Lions, a few, or individually. No type of service is too small to make a difference in 

making someone's life better. Most of us joined a Lions Club in order to help others in 

ways we couldn't do on our own, but we can all still do those little acts of service as 

well. Think of new ways as well as those we've done before to better serve our communities. All Lions 

should work hard to end DG Brian's year on a high note! 

Service reporting is a necessary function of all members. If a member volunteers in any capacity it is 

considered serving as a Lion and can be reported by your Club Secretary to LCI. But, it's up to each 

member to tell the Secretary about your service so it can be reported. I see many Lion projects on 

Facebook, but not reported on MyLion. Lions are doing many great things in their communities, but 

only your club members know what you're doing. We need to show our Pride in our clubs by getting the 

word out about our projects. It might even help build club membership if people know what service 

we're doing in our communities.        

"WE SERVE" 

Lion Al Beehler 

Global Service Team 
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Lydick Lions Club Particates In Spring Break Food Drive for Kids 

Our Lydick Lions Club members were happy to help Lydick United Methodist Church collect food for the 

FOOD FOR KIDS, Spring Break Outreach program. LUMC collected over 100 bags from church 

members, neighbors, and our club. The bags were distributed to local schools for kids to have meals 

during their Spring Break. Our smiles are BIG as we help those in need in our community! 

submitted by Lion Lori Ferro, Lydick Lions Club 

Fulton-Liberty Lions Club Adds Climbing Wall to Township Park 

Members of the Fulton Liberty Lions Club purchased and 

installed a colorful climbing wall structure to add to our small, 

but well-equipped township park here in Fulton. Our 

appreciation goes to all members helping with fundraisers over 

the years and special allowances from the Northern Indiana 

Community Foundation, the Lions Club International Foundation, 

and our Liberty Township trustee. 

submitted by Lion Linda S. Wade, FLLC Vice President 

Left: Lion Mike Lane, Lion Teckla Lane and Lion Leroy Wise 

display some of the food collected by the Lydick Lions 

Club. 

Above: Lions Bernie and Lori Ferro, and Lion Duke 

Downey were too shy to get in the photo. 

Above: Lion Wendy 

Yuhasz and photographer 

Lion Paul Yuhasz have a 

carload of supplies. 
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Multiple District 25 – Lions of Indiana 

GMT, GLT, GST and LCIF State Positions Available 
The terms of the Global Membership State Coordinator, Global Leadership State Coordinator, 
and the Global Service State Coordinator are all one year terms, and will expire on June 30, 
2021. 

Also the Term of the Multiple District LCIF Coordinator, which is a three year term, will end 
on June 30, 2021.   

Qualifications for all positions include Leadership Skills, Knowledge of Lions of Indiana, and the 
International Association of Lions Clubs. It is preferable that any applicant has been a graduate of 
ALLI, or LCI’s Faculty Development Institute, or other leadership program. For further information on 
these positions, please review information on the LCI Website, which is listed under Global Action 
Team. All positions are voluntary. 

The GLT, GMT, and GST are part of the Global Action Team which is chaired by the Council 
Chairperson.  

The Multiple District LCIF Coordinator serves as an ambassador for LCIF for MD 25. This voluntary 
commitment requires attendance at Multiple District and District Training sessions. It requires 
collaboration with the Area Coordinator and local Lion Leaders. The applicant should be a Lion in good 
standing committed to Lions Clubs International Foundation. The Lion should possess a diplomatic 
leadership style, and be able to encourage Clubs and Lions to donate to LCIF. 

Please send your letter of intent for any of these four (4) positions to: 

Indiana Lions State Office 
Att:  State Administrative Secretary Sue Topf 
8780 Purdue Road, Suite 9 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 

Or to:  pccsue@indianalions.org 

Applications must be received no later than June 1, 2021 for consideration.  An interview 
date will be established at that time. 

Greene Township Lions Club Road Cleanup 

The Greene Township Lions Club held their annual road cleanup project Saturday, April 10, 2021. 

Thirteen Lions and twenty other volunteers worked from 8 am until 12 noon 

collecting trash from roads in Greene Township. They gathered at the farm of 

Lions Gary and Sandy Ort at 8:00 am for coffee and donuts, and to determine who 

would take specific roads. Lions, 4Hers, friends, and relatives walked on wet road 

sides to collect trash which was brought back to the Ort farm in Lion Branden 

Sawdon's trailer and a large wagon provided by Lion Gary Ort. Some workers 

made multiple trips, while others collected a long time and brought large black 

trash bags filled and dumped into the large wagon. As workers returned, they 

came in for warmth and shelter as well as food. A lunch of hot dogs, potato salad, 

chips, chocolate cake, coffee, and hot chocolate was provided.  

Lion Don Nuner brought his son and five grandchildren. He is confident none of them will be litterbugs 

in the future. We may even get some new Lion members. Five other children or grandchildren of 

present or past members of Greene Township Lions Club participated in the cleanup this year. 

Shown in the photo: Lion Brandon Sawdon and Lion Don Nuner unload bags of trash as Lion Gary Ort 

supervises. Lion Brandon is our youngest member. He is the son of Lion Mike Sawdon and grandson of 

Lion Larry Sawdon.  

submitted by Lion Ruth A. Shearer, Secretary of Greene Township Lions Club. 

mailto:pccsue@indianalions.org
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Madison Township Lions Club 

Pork Chop Sale 

Saturday, May 22, 2021 

11 am to 2 pm 

Madison Township 

Fire Station 

SR 331, Wyatt, Indiana 
(only one location this time) 

 

Chops $6.00 each  —  7 for $40   —   8 or more $5.00 each 

 

Carry-Out Only 

Madison Township Lions Club Blood Drive 

When: Saturday, May 8, 2021, 8:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 

Where: Madison Township Lions Club, 15660 Woodland Avenue, Wyatt, IN 46595 

The Madison Township Lions hope you will sign up to donate blood at this blood drive. 

We are looking forward to having our largest drive yet, but can only do so with your 

help. 

Did you know that every 2 seconds, someone needs blood? 1 in 4 people will need a blood product in 

their lifetime and the blood they need can only come from a volunteer donor like you. We are proud to 

be hosting a blood drive and are asking you to sign up to donate. Every unit donated can save up to 3 

lives. 

It's easy, safe, and leaves you with a really good feeling! Please take 45 minutes to help someone get 

the lifesaving blood they need. 

The Lions will be serving a delicious free breakfast to everyone who 

stops in to see us. A donation is not required to be served. 

Click the link below to commit to saving a life. If you have trouble 

signing up for an appointment, contact Lion Al Beehler at 

mtlcsecabee@aol.com and he can set it up for you. 

Thank You. 

https://www.givebloodnow.com/index.cfm?group=op&expand=16109&zc=46506 

https://www.givebloodnow.com/index.cfm?group=op&expand=16109&zc=46506
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Lydick Lions Club 

 

 
 

Port-A-Pit Fundraiser for Reins of Life 

Friday, May 28, 2021 

11am—6pm or until Sold Out 

Froggy’s Automotive 

4443 Western Avenue 

South Bend 

For Sale: Concession Trailer 

The Osceola Lion Club is being dissolved and has a concession trailer available for sale.  The trailer is 

approximately 7’ wide x 20’ long and has about 6½’ of head room inside. The interior was completely 

gutted in 2019 and new counters were made. The back counter is 10’ long x 2’ wide x 3’ high and the 

front counter is 80” x 2’ x 3’.  The counters have plenty of storage underneath and linoleum counter 

tops. The trailer has an opening in the back approximately 6’ wide x 4’ high, and another on the side 

approximately 8’ wide x 4’ high. These can be popped open for sales and each has a counter that folds 

open. The exterior was repainted in 2019. Asking price is $3,000 or best offer, and ALL proceeds from 

the sale will be donated to local churches or Indiana Lions State Projects. 

For more information, please call or text Jim Naessens, President of OC Lions, at 574-229-2690 or 

email him at grandapjimbob@hotmail.com. 
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May 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
State 
Convention 

2 
State 
Convention 

3 4 5 6 7 8 
District 
Meeting 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

June 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 Club 

Officers 

Training 

3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 Club 

Officers 

Training 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
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District Officers 
 

District Governor 
Lion Brian Thomas 
914 Strong Avenue 
Elkhart, IN 46514-2547 
574-596-7411 
brian10k@aol.com 
 
1st Vice District Governor 
Lion Marlyn Fast 
24261 CR 126 
Goshen, IN 46526 
H: 574-875-5963 
C: 574-538-1090 
mafast1107@gmail.com 
 
Cabinet Secretary 
PDG Marty Juel 
3204 Village Court 
Goshen, IN 46528 
H: 574-534-8868 
C: 574-322-1660 
marty@martyjuel.com 
 
Cabinet Treasurer 
Lion Ron Guth 
2386 W. Broadway 
Bunker Hill, IN 46914 
H: 765-689-7911 
C: 765-460-7177 
guthron@comcast.net 
 

District Global Action Team 
 

Global Leadership Team (GLT) 
PCC David Eisen 
1112 E. Third Street 
Mishawaka, IN 46544 
H: 574-255-5613 
C: 574-250-1469 
d.eisen01@yahoo.com 
 
Global Membership Team (GMT) 
Vacant 
 
Global Service Team (GST) 
Lion Alan Beehler 
65355 Dogwood Road 
Wakarusa, IN 46573 
H: 574-633-4914 
C: 574-707-2937 
mtlcsecabee@aol.com 

Do you need help with MyLion? 
 
If you have questions about using MyLion to submit re-
ports for your club, we have several Lions who can help 
you learn the process.  If you need help, please contact 
any of the following individuals: 
 
Lion Alan Beehler, GST 
H: 574-633-4914 
C: 574-707-2937 
mtlcsecabee@aol.com 
 
PDG Ann Haffner 
H: 574-457-3054 
C: 574-457-6118 
ann_haffner@yahoo.com 
 
PDG Mary Klempay 
H: 574-243-8046 
C: 574-286-4499 
maryrsb@comcast.net 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

April 30 - May 2: State Convention 
Wyndham Hotel, Indianapolis 
Hosted by Speedway Lions Club 
 
May 8: District Meeting 
Jamestown United Methodist Church 
59218 CR 3, Elkhart, Indiana 
Hosted by Baugo Township Lions Club 
 
June 2: Club Officers Training 
via Zoom—Details coming soon 
 
June 16: Club Officers Training 
via Zoom—Details coming soon 

Newsletter Editor (Interim) 
PDG Paul Russell 
P.O. Box 31 
Lakeville, IN 46536-0031 
C: 574-250-2621 
H: 574-784-9094 
pdgpaul25g@gmail.com 

Have you scheduled the District Governor’s visit to your 

club? Whether your club is meeting in-person or virtually, 

District Governor Brian Thomas would like to attend one of 

your club meetings, share his vision for our district, and 

hear your concerns. Check his calendar on page 11 of this 

newsletter, then give him a call at 574-596-7411 or send 

an email message to brian10k@aol.com.  


