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A Message from District Governor Marlyn Fast
A big Thank You to those who attended our
Banner Night. We had 14 banners that paraded
in to celebrate this event and represent their
clubs. As always, the Camp Alexander Mack Staff
did a great job in helping to make this a
successful event.
The district directories are printed and have been
distributed to clubs that attended the District
Cabinet Meeting and/or Banner Night. All others
will be passed on to Zone Chairpersons and/or
mailed. So watch for them.
This year’s first edition of the Hoosier Lion has been published. If you
have photos or information to be included in the next Hoosier Lion,
due by October 1, please send this information to Lion Sopheap Long,
3793 U S 20, Middlebury, IN 46540, or email her at
sopheap.long@gmail.com. She has agreed to be responsible for
information on the District 25-G page. What events or activities would
you like to share with the district and state?
What’s next? Encourage all Lions to be creative in your service in your
communities. The Summer 2021 issue of the LION magazine has many
ideas for award-winning service projects. Check them out. One or
more of them may fit your club.
Kindness in Action can benefit everyone, both the server and the
recipient. There is no down side to “We Serve”. The very essence of
being a Lion member is the desire to serve others. We should all be
proud of the reputation the Lions have in serving others. Let’s keep
both old members and new members active in service during the 2021
-2022 year.
I am open to your invitation to visit your Club. Give me a call at 574538-1090 or contact me at mafast1107@gmail.com to set up a time.
I’m looking forward to meeting more 25-G Lions throughout this year.
Let’s have fun serving our communities with “Kindness in Action”.
“If you can be anything, Be Kind”
Yours in Lionism,
Lion Marlyn Fast, District Governor

Have you scheduled the District Governor’s visit to your club? District Governor Marlyn Fast would like
to attend one of your club meetings, share his vision for our district, and hear your concerns. Check his
calendar on page 11 of this newsletter, then give him a call at 574-875-5963 (home) or 574-538-1090
(cell), or send an email message to mafast1107@gmail.com.

A Message from 1st Vice District Governor Brian Thomas
Hello District Lions:
I say this to myself every year, then forget I said or wished for it: In cold weather, I can't wait for it to
warm up; in warm (hot) weather I can't wait for it to cool down! I want to find a happy medium year
around without having to move somewhere else temporarily. Maybe I'll find my happy place in a few
years. As we say in Indiana, "If you don't like the weather, wait five minutes".
Speaking of old Indiana sayings and events: Banner Night for Lions is a uniquely Indiana occurrence
and for the umpteenth year we celebrated the incoming year for District Governor Marlyn Fast last
Saturday at Camp Mack in Milford. It was a great night of Lion bonding and celebration.
Looking out over the crowd from my vantage point at the head table, I saw many Lions with the
potential to step up and serve in district leadership. As you know, we have a full complement of officers
this year with me and 2nd VDG Jason moving up next year. What we need is a deeper succession of
leaders to follow us in the ranks, especially and immediately a candidate for 2022 2nd Vice District
Governor. According to our Bylaws, the candidate must have served as Club President for one full term
and as a member of a club's Board of Directors for no less than two terms. The candidate must also
have served as a Zone Chairman, Region Chairperson, Cabinet Secretary, or Treasurer for one full
term. I know that capable and qualified candidates are out there and you know that they are out there,
we just need to meet up and discuss the responsibilities of the positions. It isn't brain surgery to serve
in these positions, but we do ask that you donate part of your heart!
According to the last report on LCIF Campaign 100, we can almost see the end goal of $300 million
worldwide. If you or your club have plans to donate, now is the time.
Something to think about: What if oxygen is slowing killing us, but it just takes 75 to 100 years to fully
work?
PDG Brian Thomas, 1st Vice District Governor

A Message from 2nd Vice District Governor Jason Smith
I'm starting to schedule my visits this year and really looking forward to traveling to your clubs and
meeting your members. If you would like a visit from me, please let me know so I can work it into the
schedule this year.
I'm looking forward to helping your clubs grow this year and am willing to help out wherever needed!
Membership is key to a successful club. Lions do a big variety of projects, so there is always something
that could interest someone who could be your next member. You never know until you ask!!
Lion Jason Smith, 2nd Vice District Governor
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Club contributions:
Blueprint for proper credit
Donations to LCIF, Indiana Lions Foundation, state projects, & state & district committees:
In order for your club to receive proper credit for supporting our Indiana Lions state projects and state
committees, it is IMPORTANT that the following procedures be followed when making donations. Send
ALL state project and committee donations to: CT Ron Guth, 2386 W Broadway, Bunker Hill, IN 46914.
Write one check payable to District 25-G for the combination of all state project and committee
donations and include a list of the entities you are supporting with the dollar amount for each.
Example: Check is written for $700. The included list (for this example) might read: $100 for Indiana
School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, $100 for Indiana Vision First Eye Bank, $100 for Indiana
Lions Speech and Hearing, $100 for Indiana Lions for Leader Dog, $100 for Indiana Lions Cancer
Control, $100 for Indiana Lions Foundation, $50 for Indiana Lions Law Camp, and $50 for diabetes. CT
Ron will record your donations, deposit your check, and mail checks to each of our state projects,
Indiana Lions Foundation. and State Comptroller Lion Robert Yunker (for state committee donations).
His submissions will show the dollar amount your club is donating along with the name and address of
the Lion in your club to receive acknowledgement. If you wish your club’s donations to remain in the
district for such committees as Diabetes, Kidsight, SchoolSight, or Law Camp please specify that with
your submittal. If these procedures are followed the district will have an accurate record of what clubs
are giving to our state projects and state and district committees.
LCIF donations toward Melvin Jones Fellowships: If a Lion or club is making a donation to LCIF
toward a MJF, it should be mailed directly to LCIF with the form downloadable from www.lcif.org. Click
on “Support Your Foundation”, then “How To Give”, then “Ways to Give”. Continue to scroll down and
click on “Melvin Jones Fellowship Application Form” under “Donating by Check”. Save and print the
form and submit it with your check (even if the recipient will be named later). This will ensure that LCIF
has an accurate record of donations toward Melvin Jones Fellowships.
W. P. Woods and Richard T. Miyamoto Fellowships should be ordered directly from the Indiana Lions
Foundation or Indiana Lions Speech and Hearing using the form available on the Indiana Lions
Foundation website or asking one of our Speech and Hearing trustees for a Miyamoto Fellowship
Application form. If you have any questions, please e-mail me at marty@martyjuel.com, or call 574534-8868.
PDG Marty Juel, Cabinet Secretary

Random Thoughts From A Random Mind: What Would MJ Say?
What would Melvin Jones say if he came to our club today? That question was posed by a club
president during a conversation about issues that arise in local Lions Clubs, and the challenges they
present to Lions leaders.
Imagine the founder of Lions Clubs International sitting quietly in the back of the room at one of our
club meetings, listening as we review recent activities and discuss proposals for future projects. Would
he see our club as an embodiment of his dream – an organization focused on the betterment of our
community and the world, or would he feel the need to remind us that “You can't get very far until you
start doing something for somebody else”?
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How to Benefit from Your Zone Chair
Zone Chairs serve as the direct link between the District Governor and the individual
Clubs. They serve as the proverbial “eyes and ears” of the District Governor who simply
can’t be everywhere at once. Without being snitches, the Zone Chairs share information
from the District Governor to the Clubs and from the Clubs to the District Governor.
Zone Chairs are provided a wealth of information from the District and Lions
International, so every Club should take full advantage of what the Zone Chair has to
offer. So just how do you do that?
1. Know who your Zone Chair is. Every Club is part of a Zone, a grouping of 4-6 area Clubs. In 25-G,
we have 10 Zones. This arrangement is intended to promote awareness of other local Clubs,
promote cooperation among the Clubs, and promote the spread of successful ideas.
2. Invite the Zone Chair to visit your Club. Provide them an opportunity to address the Club. Talk to
them about your Club’s goals, your successes and frustrations, and ask any questions you might
have. Remember, the Zone Chair has no authority to order your Club to do anything, but they may
provide advice and suggestions.
3. Zone Chairs are equipped to induct new members and install officers. Give them the opportunity to
do so.
4. Attend Zone Meetings. A Zone Meeting is the commonly used term for District Governor’s Advisory
Committee, of which your Club President and Secretary are automatically members. However, these
meetings are open to all Club members, not just officers. This is your chance to discuss common
issues, offer suggestions or advice to the Zone Chair to pass along to the District Governor, or listen
to messages sent by the District Governor. Usually this works best accompanied by some great
food.
5. Share Club information with the Zone Chair. Put them on your Club’s mailing list, email routes,
Zoom schedules, and give them an opportunity to participate in your Club’s fundraisers or service
projects. Remember, a good Zone Chair is not a snitch.
6. Attend District or Cabinet meetings. The Zone Chair should pass along vital information from these
meetings, but just in case you want to know immediately, this is your big chance. Plus it gives you
an opportunity to meet Lions from other Clubs and learn about their doings.
7. Use the Zone Chair to facilitate inter-Club meetings. It’s always fascinating to see how other Clubs
operate. And it’s never wrong to borrow ideas or techniques from other Clubs.
8. Don’t stumble over questions your Club faces. Chances are the Zone Chair has heard it before and
can offer advice or point you to someone who can assist you directly.
I’m sure this list could be longer, but this is an article, not a book. Please be sure to put your Zone
Chair to work for your Club. And if all this sounds like a good challenge for your own skills, why not ask
1VDG Brian Thomas if you can be a Zone Chair next year?
PCC Dave Eisen, Global Leadership Team
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Look For Service Opportunities In Your Community
Lions of 25-G are off to a great start serving their communities to begin the 2021-22
Lions Year. Let's all take to heart District Governor Marlyn Fast’s motto of "Kindness in
Action" by looking for those service areas where kindness will make a difference in
someone's life. We should always be aware of the needs around us and look for new
ways to serve. It is important that each and every Lion member be aware of the needs
in their community and pass them along to their club to find a way to help fulfill those
needs. Don't just rely on the club officers and Board of Directors to find all of the areas
to service. Also, as we go through the year, remember to support all of the state projects, Indiana
Lions Foundation, and LCIF.
Lions Club International (LCI) has created a Service Activities Award, LCI Kindness Matters Service
Award (KMSA). To be eligible your club must be in active status, the project has been reported on
MyLion, and the club has not received the award in the past three Lion years. The criteria for this
award is to address needs within the LCI and LCIF areas of concerns, be creative and innovative, be
impactful on a large scale, be sustainable for a long term, and instill the values of LCI, creating positive
experiences and engagement, and connect with the Lions brand. If your club meets the 2020-21
eligibility and criteria for this award, submit your nomination form electronically to the District Global
Service Team as soon as possible. The winners of the 2019-20 award are listed in 2021 summer edition
of the LION magazine.
Lion Al Beehler, Global Service Team

A quiz for used eyeglass
collection projects
Is your club collecting used eyeglasses for the District 25-G recycling program? If so, take this quiz.
Which of the following items does the District 25-G eyeglass recycling program want?
A)
B)
C)
D)
E)

Eyeglass cases.
Broken eyeglasses.
Loose lenses, without frames.
Eyeglasses with only one lens or with no lenses.
Eyeglasses with badly scratched or cracked lenses.

The answers may surprise you. The ONLY items the District does NOT want are items A and C. Used
eyeglass cases are usually extremely dirty and cannot adequately be cleaned. Further, when we
package glasses for shipment to Mexico, we put glasses in plastic envelopes and put 50 pairs in a box.
If we tried to include cases, we might only get 15-20 pairs in a box, requiring up to 3 times the number
of boxes to ship. We currently ship approximately 13,000 pairs of glasses in about 32 large boxes (400
pair in each shipping carton). Increasing the number of boxes would be cost prohibitive. Loose lenses,
have no value to us. We have no way to put lenses in frames and to try to match a lens with a frame is
nearly impossible, unless we used a lot of duct tape!
Yes, we use broken eyeglasses, eyeglasses with only one lens or no lenses and eyeglasses with badly
scratched or cracked lenses. We send all scrap metal for recycling. This is the project’s only regular
income stream that pays for the project’s many expenses throughout the year. So while we don’t take
them on our mission trips, they play an important part in keeping our program solvent. If you have any
additional questions or would like a program for your club that explains the entire used eyeglass
recycling project, contact: PDG Marty Juel, 574-534-8868, or marty@martyjuel.com.
submitted by PDG Marty Juel
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Banner Night: An Indiana Tradition to Start the New Lions Year

The Lions of District 25-G held their 2021 Banner Night celebration at Camp Alexander Mack near
Milford on Saturday, August 21st. 78 Lions representing 16 clubs attended the event. District Governor
Jim Roth and Lion Carolyn of the Battle Ground Lions Club in District 25-C were among the attendees.
Right: The District Governor’s home
club, the Dunlap Lions Club, was wellrepresented with 25 members present.
Below: A choir comprised of members of
the Dunlap Lions Club performed their
version of the Glen Campbell hit “Try A
Little Kindness” to emphasize District
Governor Marlyn Fast’s theme “Kindness
In Action”.
District Governor Marlyn Fast and
Lion Amanda are passionate
supporters of the district’s eyeglass
recycling program and have
participated in at least 12 eyeglass
missions to Mexico. At DG Marlyn’s
request, PDG Marty Juel of the
Elkhart Lions Club gave a
presentation on eyeglass recycling,
covering the entire process from
the initial collection of used
eyeglasses through cleaning, reading prescriptions, sorting, and packing, to the distribution of used
eyeglasses to new owners in Mexico.
Right: In keeping with the emphasis on eyeglass recycling,
unusual eyeglasses rescued from the recycling process were
placed on each table.
Left: Lion Ron
Guth of the Peru
Lions Club was
the recipient of a
Richard T.
Miyamoto
Fellowship. The
presentation was
done by Indiana Lions Speech and Hearing trustees PDG
Mary Klempay and Lion Jerry Wright.
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More Banner Night Photos

Photos submitted by:
Lion Jeanine Juel, Dunlap Lions Club
PDG Marty Juel, Elkhart Lions Club
Lion Jackie Kurley, Dunlap Lions Club

7

News From Around the District
Dunlap Lions Bruce and Judy Wells, Judy Gable, Tom Graber,
Jeanine Juel; Middlebury Lion Jane Oyer; Elkhart Lions Larry
Morr and Cliff Yehle (not pictured) provided vision screening for
242 8th graders at Pierre Moran Middle School in 1 hour and
20 minutes, with a 39% referral rate.
The following day, Dunlap Lions screened 411 8th graders at
Goshen Middle School in 2 hours, with a 37% referral rate.
District 25-G Lions are ROCK'n vision services!
submitted by Lion Jeanine Juel, Dunlap Lions Club

The Laketon Lions Club won second place and received $500 in the Beacon Credit Union Project Spotlight. I
submitted our club's information, then friends and relatives voted through the Beacon Credit Union website or in
the branch office. There were five groups entered in North Manchester area and the Laketon Lions Club received
enough votes for 2nd place. We will use part of the $500 to purchase dictionaries for the Manchester Elementary
third grade students. I am sure we can find many places for the rest of the money since we haven't been able to
hold many fundraisers. We are still planning on our Holiday Bazaar on November 20th at the North Manchester
Church of the Brethren from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
submitted by Lion Diane Binkerd, Laketon Lions Club

The Madison Township Lions Club made a $1000 donation to the Madison Township Elementary PTO to distribute
among the school’s teachers to be used for classroom supplies.
A club member worked three shifts at the Indiana State Fair selling and scanning tickets on behalf of the Indiana
Lions Foundation.
Equal donations of $41 were distributed to the District 25-G general fund, Leader Dog, and Indiana Lions
Foundation at the District Banner Night meeting.
submitted by Lion Al Beehler, Madison Township Lions Club

The Mexico Lions Club served up a pancake breakfast at Denver Days
in Denver, Indiana on Saturday, August 14th. The Lions were assisted
by members of the North Miami High School Student Council and
several community volunteers. This was the first breakfast served at
Denver Days in 2 years. The Mexico Lions Club wants to thank
everyone who helped make this event a success.
submitted by Lion Richard Phillips, Mexico Lions Club.
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News From Around the District
The Plymouth Lions Club welcomed two new members at the club meeting on
Monday, August 16th. New members Barry Capper (left) and Donna Wentzel
(center) are pictured here with President Ken Lukenbill (right).
The upcoming Marshall County Blueberry Festival was the principal topic of
discussion at the meeting. The festival will be held in Centennial Park in
Plymouth on Labor Day weekend, September 2-6. The Plymouth Lions Club will
be serving Blueberry Pancakes and Sausage on Saturday, Sunday and Monday,
and have added a chicken dinner to the lunch and dinner menu.
The Plymouth Lions Club invites you to visit the Marshall County Blueberry
Festival and come to the Lions Club Pavilion across from the tennis courts in
Centennial Park for a delicious meal. This is the club’s largest fundraiser.

submitted by Lion Susan Eggleston, Plymouth Lions Club

Rochester High School senior Reagan Becker with her dad Jeff, share
the top prize-winning Boer goats from the 2021 Fulton County 4-H Fair
with members of the Rochester Lions Club. Reagan, who was also the
1st Runner-up in the Queen contest, gave an informative presentation
on exhibiting and care of her beautiful goats.
Front: Reagan Becker and Jeff Becker with Mae and Behzinga (Grand
Champion).
Back: Kevin Renie, John Roberts Joe McCarter, Virgil Biddinger, Phil
McCarter, and Katie McCarter

submitted by Lion Jeri Good, Rochester Lions Club

The Rochester Lions Club welcomed Kevin Renie (left) as their newest
member. He was inducted by his sponsor, Lion Joe McCarter (right).
submitted by Lion Jeri Good, Rochester Lions Club

Your club news could be here. Send articles and photos to PDG Paul
Russell <pdgpaul25g@gmail.com> by the 25th of the month.
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District 25-G Lions Work for Indiana Lions Foundation at Indiana State Fair

Two dozen Lions from more than a dozen clubs in District 25-G joined Lions from around the state of
Indiana to support the Indiana Lions Foundation’s largest fundraising project.

Top (left to right): DG Marlyn & Lion Amanda Fast (Dunlap), Lion Angela Himes (Syracuse), Lions
Dennis & Luann Craft (Urbana), Lion “Boots” Jack (Somerset)
Center (left to right): Lion Pam Ford (Roann Covered Bridge), Lion Rose Russell (Lakeville) & Lion Leroy
Wise (Lydick), Lion Ethel Eib & her granddaughter Lion Valerie Reed (LaFontaine), Lion Al Beehler
(Madison Township)
Bottom (left to right): PDG Gary Lawson (25-C) & PCC Dave Eisen (Mishawaka), Lions AJ & Angela
Himes (Syracuse) with PID Nick Xinopoulos (Brownsburg), PDG Paul & Lion Rose Russell (Lakeville)
Not pictured: Lion John Krzyzanowski (Clay-Granger), Lion Theresa Hartzell (Etna Green), Lion Larry &
Carolyn Ort (Lakeville), Lion Wendy Yuhasz (Lydick), Lion Keith Ford (Roann Covered Bridge), Lions
Rick & Sandy Morris (Roann Covered Bridge), PDG Lana Wilson (South Bend)
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September 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2 DG Visit,
Dunlap LC

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 IN Lions
Foundation
Trustees

19

20

21

22

23 DG Visit,
Mishawaka
LC

24

25 25-E
Banner Night

26

27 DG Visit,
Syracuse LC

28

29

30

Fri

Sat

1

2

October 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

3

4

5

6 DG Visit,
Sydney LC

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23 Council
Meeting

24

25

26

27

28

29

30 District
Meeting

31
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District Global Action Team

Global Leadership Team (GLT)
PCC David Eisen
1112 E. Third Street
Mishawaka, IN 46544
H: 574-255-5613
C: 574-250-1469
d.eisen01@yahoo.com
Global Membership Team (GMT)
PDG Mary Klempay
52140 Kenilworth Road
South Bend, IN 46637
H: 574-243-8046
C: 574-286-4499
maryrsb@comcast.net
Global Service Team (GST)
Lion Alan Beehler
65355 Dogwood Road
Wakarusa, IN 46573
H: 574-633-4914
C: 574-707-2937
mtlcsecabee@aol.com

Mark Your Calendar

Sat, Oct 30, 2021 District Cabinet Meeting #2
Community Building, Urbana
Sat, Jan 22, 2022 Mid-Winter Conference
Crowne Plaza Indianapolis Airport, Indianapolis
Sat, Feb 19, 2022 District Cabinet Meeting #3
Leesburg Community Building, Leesburg
Saturday, March 12, 2022 District Convention
Argos United Methodist Church, Argos
Apr 29—May 1, 2022 State Convention
Wyndham Indianapolis West, Indianapolis

Sat, May 14, 2022 District Cabinet Meeting #4
Vandalia Railroad Station, Culver

District Administrator

(for assistance with MyLCI & MyLion)

PDG Ann Haffner
11268 N. SR 13
Syracuse, IN 46567
H: 574-457-3054
C: 574-457-6118
ann_haffner@yahoo.com
District Newletter Editor
PDG Paul Russell
P.O. Box 31
Lakeville, IN 46536-0031
C: 574-250-2621
H: 574-784-9094
pdgpaul25g@gmail.com

Campaign 100’s Final Phase
How will we make our goal? With your help! Find
out more about how you can support your fellow
Lions as they transform lives and communities at
home and around the world.

CONTRIBUTE

The thing that lies at the foundation of
positive change, the way I see it, is service
to a fellow human being. -- Lech Walesa
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