
  

A Message from District Governor Marlyn Fast 

Have you seen the word ‘Kindness’ lately?  For 

some reason it seems to show up more and more 

and not only in Lions information, but throughout 

the world. For Lions, kindness comes naturally.  

Kindness matters. 

Looking ahead, our 2nd District Meeting is 

coming up on Saturday, October 30 at the 

Urbana Lions Club at 44 Half Street in Urbana, 

IN. Our last meeting was in the northern part of 

the district and now we are moving to the southern part. This way we 

all get a chance to do some traveling. A special attraction for this 

event is that the coach and some players from the Indy Thunder Beep 

Baseball Team will share about their playing experiences. They are an 

organization for the blind and visually impaired community and have 

won five World Series championships. Be there to hear their story and 

get caught up with the latest news in the district. 

LCIF is in it’s third year of the $300 million fund drive. Only 9 months 

are left, so now is the time to donate and help reach this goal. 

Currently, we have reached $225 million.   

Membership is growing in our district, but unfortunately, we have also 

dropped a few. It is an ongoing process. We have added 40 new 

members since July 1 and we have dropped 22. Increasing our 

membership is the responsibility of every member of 25-G. Let’s keep 

moving forward in bringing in new members. We need more members 

in order to continue serving our communities now and in the future.   

I have enjoyed visiting a few clubs and learning a lot about each club. 

I’m looking forward to your invitation to visit your club. Give me a call 

at 574-538-1090 or contact me at mafast1107@gmail.com. Let’s have 

fun serving our communities with “Kindness in Action”. 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion Marlyn Fast, District Governor 
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Have you scheduled the District Governor’s visit to your club? District Governor Marlyn Fast would like 

to attend one of your club meetings, share his vision for our district, and hear your concerns. Check his 

calendar on page 11 of this newsletter, then give him a call at 574-875-5963 (home) or 574-538-1090 

(cell), or send an email message to mafast1107@gmail.com.  
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A Message from 1st Vice District Governor Brian Thomas 

The other day i was researching old files of the Elkhart Lions Club and came across a 1982 edition of 

the Lions International magazine featuring the club's newspaper sale fund raiser which was in its 53rd 

year. It is now in it's 95th year and fast approaching it's 100th year in 2024. Those facts got me to 

thinking about the legacies of Lions in various communities and how strong and long lasting those 

legacies are. And yet, a Lions Club that has been strong for years can become fragile due to the actions 

or inactions of a few members. To remain strong, a Lions Club needs to be vital—to be vital a Lions 

Club needs to recruit new members! This has been a needed element ever since Lions was founded, 

and remains so to this day. I have involved 15 people into Lions over the past few years and only one 

of those asked me to invite them. All of the rest involved time and effort on my part to get them 

interested. It's a huge responsibility, but the continuation of strong, vital Lions Clubs depends on YOU 

and ME!. Don't let the legacy of your local club become history - invite a prospect today.  

Lion Brian Thomas, 1st Vice Governor 

Thought for the day: I bought a thesaurus and when I got home, I found all the pages were blank. I 

have no words to describe how upset I was! 

A Message from 2nd Vice District Governor Jason Smith 

Greetings Lions of 25-G, 

The year has definitely started. I've enjoyed visiting with some of your clubs so far and would love to 

visit more clubs this year. The friendships that develop between club members can only help 

strengthen our organization, help improve teamwork and cooperation, and cultivate the spread of 

ideas. As we are slowly getting back to a semblance of normal, I encourage you to go visit other clubs, 

either as an individual or one club to another club.  I encourage everyone to get involved in the district. 

Your district also needs your help to keep our projects flowing smoothly.    

Share your ideas about membership opportunities, develop your elevator speech, and talk about your 

club and our organization often. I ran into an old classmate at work today, and we spent roughly 10 

minutes talking about the Lions Club and all the good things that our organization does. By the end of 

the conversation, we exchanged numbers so we could arrange a visit to the Lions Club. You never 

know who might be interested in joining the organization until you ask them to join or to come see 

what you’re all about!   

Don't forget our “Kindness in Action” motto this year. Remember to practice Random Acts of Kindness 

each day. You never know when that one Random Act of Kindness will turn someone's day around. You 

never know when that Random Act of Kindness will come back you someday!    

Lion Jason Smith, 2nd Vice District Governor 
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It’s getting close to the deadline for clubs to submit their annual report to the IRS. Some clubs 

complete a Form 990-EZ, and others can file the e-postcard or Form 990-N, if their annual gross 

receipts are less than $50,000. Remember, it is important to understand this refers to GROSS receipts, 

not NET receipts. Gross receipts are the total amount the organization received from all sources during 

its annual accounting period, without subtracting any costs or expenses. You must file your report, 

either the 990-EZ or the 990-N, by the 15th day of the 5th month after the organization's accounting 

period ends. Most (if not all) Lions Clubs’ fiscal year ends June 30, so the deadline date to file is 

November 15th. If you have any questions, please contact me or District Treasurer Ron Guth. 

Another important form to make sure you file is your club’s Business Entity Report with the Indiana 

Secretary of State. This was changed a few years ago and is now REQUIRED to be sent every TWO 

years. The deadline is based on the month in which your club was incorporated. You can find your 

club’s status by going to https://inbiz.in.gov/ and search for Business Entity Report. Again, this is VERY 

important and if you forget to complete this report, you will LOSE your club’s corporate status with the 

Secretary of State and the process to get reinstated is not pretty! 

PDG Marty Juel, District Cabinet Secretary 

Don’t forget! 

Be A “B1” Club, Not A “B4” Club 

Our district clubs have been busy as we complete the first quarter of this Lions’ year. A 

number of clubs are completing projects that are part of LCI's global causes of Vision, 

Hunger, and Environment, which we all should be working on. But, don't forget to hold 

projects for Diabetes and Childhood Cancer, as they are very important causes, as well. 

Also, continue working on all the other projects you're doing to help improve the lives of 

those in need. 

We all should work as a B1 club that is willing to try new and innovative service projects. Don't act as a 

B4 club when an idea is presented for a project by saying "We tried that B4 and it didn't work”. 

Instead, say “Let’s B1 that will approach the idea in a different way and try it again”. When a new 

member offers an idea for an activity, B1 to follow through with it and keep the new member involved 

in the activity. Don't say “B4 we try their idea, the member has to be more invested in the club”. I 

hope each club will take the B1 concept to heart and forever stop acting as a B4 club. 

All clubs need to work at getting the word out about all the projects they’re doing. Find a member who 

is an accomplished user of a computer and ask them to be your Club Administrator who can do the 

reporting on MyLion. Also, ask them to be the club’s Public Relations Chairperson to create a Facebook 

page and report activities on it, as well as sending articles to your local newspapers, the district 

newsletter, the Hoosier Lion newspaper, and other news outlets. The Lions’ roar needs to be heard!  

"WE SERVE" 

Lion Al Beehler, Global Service Team 
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How To Be The Life of The Party 

Caught you with that title, didn’t I? Even when we substitute the word “Club” for 

“Party,” you can still be the life of the Club. All too often, we think of the life of the party 

as the guy who has had too much to drink and tries to dance with the lampshade on his 

head. Or the woman who tries to cozy up to all the guys, married or unmarried. Or the 

character with the endless repertoire of slightly shady jokes. If the truth be told, we 

don’t really admire any of these people. 

Being the life of the Club is much more important and much more admirable. Every single Lion is the 

life of your Club. Without you, your Club would be diminished. Without every Lion, there would be no 

Club. So how can you be the life of the Club? 

1. Be there. Maybe you can’t attend every single meeting, but be there as often as you can. “There” 

should also include fundraisers or service projects. Don’t rely on the faithful few to do all the work. 

Your support makes the Club stronger. And helping has its own rewards – both for you and for your 

Club. 

2. Be part of the Club. Please don’t just show up at the last possible second and then sneak out at the 

first possible moment. Talk to the other members. Discover their concerns. Smile. Be friendly. Pitch 

in at your own comfort level. Remember, nobody said membership has to be an automatic ticket to 

the Club presidency. 

3. Learn something about Lions. I’m not talking here about memorizing the Lions International 

Constitution and Bylaws. I am talking about becoming familiar with the state projects, learning how 

LCIF works and why there is a LCIF, analyzing how the Indiana Lions Foundation could help your 

Club achieve a community project. This also includes learning about what your Club has already 

done and what it wants to do. Be prepared when someone asks you, “What has your Club done 

lately?” Or something more basic, like why your Club banner is the color it is. 

4. Be prepared to share. There’s no rule anywhere that says your Club may never be bigger than it is 

right now. Be prepared to invite neighbors, friends, or relatives to a meeting or to help with a 

service project, and it helps if you can answer their questions first. Who knows, they might even 

want to join. 

5. Make suggestions. What projects or people could your Club help? Who would be a great speaker at 

your Club? How could your Club attract new members? How could the community find out more 

about our Club? How can the meetings be more fun? 

6. Toot your own horn. Don’t be afraid to tell others you are a Lion. Wear your Lions lapel pin 

wherever you go. Wear the District Governor’s pin to help start discussions. Even be prepared to 

speak to your own Club about your personal hobbies, collections, or projects. 

So which of these 6 is the most important? They are all equally important. You can do all of them at 

the same time. And shouldn’t we all have the same goal: a healthy, happy, and working Club? So be 

the life of the Club. Have a party. 

PCC Dave Eisen, Global Leadership Team 

District Website Updated 

We don’t know how he found the time, but PDG Marty Juel, our district webmaster, has been updating 

the District 25-G website. It is still a work in progress, but you can find notices about upcoming events, 

links to the websites and Facebook pages of district clubs, current and back issues of the district 

newsletter, and other useful information. Check it out at http://lions25g.com/. 
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Let’s Work On Membership 

As we begin the fall season with all the beautiful colors, our thoughts turn to 
fundraising, other events in our Lions Clubs, and what we can do to gain more 
members. Several clubs have welcomed new members, but we need to continue 
recruiting new members to ensure that our clubs can continue to serve our communities 
now and in the future. Ask your family members, co-workers, and anyone you think 
might be a good fit for your club. Sometime back, PDG Peg VanNevel and I were talking 
about starting a new Lions Club in Goshen. I am looking for anyone who has any contact 
with the members from the past Goshen Lions Club and would like to get a few club 

members to join me in a door-to-door campaign to see if we can start a new club in that area. We 
would also like to see about getting an Hispanic club together. Any thoughts are welcome. 

I look forward to speaking at your club soon. Welcome aboard to our new members. 

WE SERVE -- LET’S ROAR 

PDG Mary Klempay, Global Membership Team 
Cell: 574-286-4499 
maryrsb@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have heard that the district’s eyeglass missions to Mexico were cancelled last year for 
Huanimaro and Abasolo, Guanajuato, Mexico, and this year in Salamanca, Guanajuato, Mexico. Both 
trips were planned for an eight-day span in late September—early October. We are hoping that the 
COVID situation will be under control for next year when we can take our mission to Salamanca. 

Even though we were not able to personally travel, we shipped 
eyeglasses to Huanimaro, and the Lions there have been holding 
‘clinics’ to distribute them. The same process will be done this coming 
spring in Salamanca, and we expect to ship glasses that we had hoped 
to distribute this fall. The photo with this article shows Lions working to 
find appropriate glasses for individuals in Huanimaro. 

We expect to have openings on our mission team next fall and we are 
looking for interested individuals to participate. We do have a list of 
Lions who have indicated an interest, but each year there are reasons 
why some may not be able to participate.   

If you have an interest, there are a few things you should be aware of before volunteering. First, you 
must either have or be able to obtain a US Passport. Second, all volunteers should be in good physical 
condition, able to stand during the eight-hour workday. We are also looking for individuals who may 
have specific abilities, such as medical, Spanish-speaking, and optometric experience. These are not 
required, but they are helpful when we’re determining who should accompany the 20+ individuals for 
the mission. 

The cost to participate is the cost of airfare from South Bend to the airport (usually Leon) in Mexico.  
Most meals, local transportation and hotel rooms are paid by the host club in Mexico.   

If you have an interest and would like additional information, please contact me. 

PDG Marty Juel, marty@martyjuel.com 

We’re looking for eyeglass 
mission volunteers 
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News From Around the District 

Dunlap Lions Club 

Three Dunlap Lions attended the 2021 USA/Canada 

Leadership Forum in Des Moines, IA. Lion Steve 

Weld graduated from Lions University with a 

Bachelors Degree and received his certificate from 

International President Douglas X. Alexander. 

Dunlap Lions President Jackie Kurley and Lion 

Jeanine Juel were on hand to attend his graduation 

and cheer him on. Congratulations, Lion Steve! 

submitted by Lion Jeanine Juel 

Dunlap Lions Club 

Members of the Dunlap Lions Club are keeping busy! In August, club 

members collected school supplies for Concord Westside Elementary 

School. 

submitted by Lion Jeanine Juel 

Elkhart Lions Club 

Recently, the Elkhart Lions Club contributed $1000 from its fall chicken bar-be-

que sale to the ALS Foundation. Shown here is Lion Terry Vantine presenting 

the club's check to Perry Beabout, who was diagnosed with ALS in 2020. 

ALS, or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, is a progressive neurodegenerative 

disease that affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal cord. As the nerve 

cells die, the ability of the brain to initiate and control muscle movement is lost. 

A person with ALS may lose the ability to speak, eat, move, and breathe. 

submitted by PDG Marty Juel and 1VDG Brian Thomas 
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News From Around the District 

Lydick Lions Club 

On September 11th, Lydick Lions Club members helped at 

Reins of Life with their first annual “Hoofin’ It” 5K Run, Walk, 

and Family Walk. Our club is a proud supporter of Reins of Life.   

Pictured here (L to R):  Lion Paul Yuhasz, Lion Steve Downey, 

Lion Jim Day, Cathy Day, Lion Mike Upp, Lion Leroy Wise, and 

Lion Wendy Yuhasz 

submitted by Lion Lori Ferro 

Madison Township Lions Club 

The September 14 Lions Club meeting program was delivered 

by Todd Zeltwanger, a representative of Cultivate Food Rescue 

in South Bend. Mr. Zeltwanger explained how this organization 

was founded. They rescue edible food that would otherwise go 

to waste from places such as restaurants, grocery stores, 

produce markets, or dining facilities, and repurpose that food. 

With the help of volunteers, they take that food and turn it into 

frozen meals. Those meals are then used in their backpack 

program to provide 6 meals over the weekend to children in 

need. They are devoted to ending the cycle of hunger in the 

local communities of Northern Indiana by providing a food 

rescue service. Cultivate has rescued more than 1.8 million 

pounds of food and provides more than 5,000 meals a week. 

The meals are given to local food pantries and underfed 

students. Cultivate Food Rescue serves Saint Joseph, Elkhart, and Marshall Counties. The Madison 

Township Lions Club donated $500.00 to this organization to be used as needed. To learn more about 

Cultivate Food Rescue, visit their website at https://cultivateculinary.com/. 

submitted by Lion Alan Beehler 

Todd Zeltwanger (L) and Lion 

President Greg Hunsberger 

Find detailed information about the 

2022 Mid-Winter Conference and a 

registration form beginning on page 

14 of this newsletter. 
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News From Around the District 

Plymouth Lions Club 

At the last meeting of the Plymouth Lions Club, Lion Jim Weldy spoke of his experiences in the 

aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

Weldy first joined the National Disaster Assistance Team in 1996. This is a high 

quality rapid response medical care assistance team that is called when public 

health and other emergencies overwhelm a state. On 9/11/2001, Jim got the 

call for deployment and was given 8 hours to get to Chicago’s O’Hare airport.  

The team members boarded a C-130 plane. Later, they would see they had 

fighter escorts, but still no one knew what was going on until they got to New 

York City. 

The destruction was indescribable, as we have all seen over the years. Weldy 

and his team held patient interviews with family members of airline passengers 

and crew members. They all sifted thru the debris to find personal items to help 

with the identification process. There were four hospitals at Ground Zero and he 

worked 12 hours a day, 7 days a week. Weldy added this was an experience he will never forget. He 

was there for two and one-half weeks. In the end, the Assistance Team helped identify 2000 victims 

and placed them at Ground Zero. 

submitted by Lion Susan Eggleston 

Syracuse Lions Club 

After a 2-year hiatus caused by the pandemic, Syracuse Lions 

Club members went back to school to provide state-mandated 

vision acuity screening for students in grades 1, 3, 5, and 8. On 

September 16, two teams consisting of four trained Lions 

screened 140 eighth-graders and 24 new students in sixth and 

seventh grades. On September 23, the same teams screened 

84 first-graders, 77 third-graders, and 86 fifth-graders, for a 

total of 247 students. In October, the club will assist in 

screening new students at Wawasee High School. So far, the 

club has screened 411 students. Team members for vision 

screening included Past District Governor and Club Secretary 

Ann Haffner, Past President Marie Butler-Knight, Past President 

Tom Thornburg, and 2nd Vice President Candy Fancil. 

submitted by Lion Marie Butler-Knight 

Your club news could be here. Send articles and 

photos to PDG Paul Russell <pdgpaul25g@gmail.com> 

by the 25th of the month. 
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News From Around the District 

Middlebury Lions Club 

On Monday, September 27th, the Middlebury Lions Club held an ice cream social to celebrate the club’s 
5th anniversary. There were 7 Charter Members at the event. The Dunlap Lions Club, which sponsored 
the Middlebury Lions Club in 2016, was represented by several members. Dunlap Lions Club President 
Jackie Kurley accepted a plaque on behalf of the Dunlap Lions Club. 

submitted by Lion Jackie Kurley, Dunlap Lions Club 

Middlebury Lions Club Charter 
Members (l. to r.) Amy Jo Miller, Ben 
Miller, Sopheap Long, Myron Worley, 
Leasa Worley, Heather Cameron, 
Hope Perkins 

Dunlap Lions Club members (l. to r.) 
John McClure, Judy Wells, Bruce Wells, 
Jackie Kurley, Jeanine Juel, Savannah 
Diezel, Brian Smith, PDG Jim Kelly 

 

Lakeville Volunteer Fire Department 

and 

Lakeville Lions Club 

Tenderloin Dinner 
Saturday, October 23, 2021 

1 pm to 4 pm 

Lakeville Fire Station 

117 S. Main St., Lakeville, Indiana 

Drive-thru Only 

$10 Tenderloin Sandwich, Fries, & Cookie 

First come, first served, while supplies last 

No presale tickets - Cash payment only during event 

Thank you to everyone for supporting us! 
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Madison Township Lions Club 

Pork Chop Sale 

Saturday, October 9, 2021 

11 am to 2 pm 

or until sold out 

Madison Township 

Fire Station 

66341 SR 331, Wyatt, Indiana 

Chops $6.00 each  —  20 for $110.00 

Carry-Out Only 

Grass Creek Lions Club 

All-You-Can-Eat 

Fish & Chicken Dine-In Supper 

Saturday, October 9, 2021     4:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

Adults $10     Children 6-12 $5.00 

Dessert included with meal 

Carry-out available 

Grass Creek Fire Station 

7309 S. SR 17 

Grass Creek, Indiana 

Dan’s Frying Service 
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October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 DG Visit 

Rochester LC 

6 DG Visit, 

Sydney LC 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 Council 

Meeting 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 District 

Meeting 

31       

November 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11  

Veterans Day 

12 13 Indiana 

Lions 

Foundation 

14 15 DG Visit 

New Paris LC 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

Thanksgiving 

26 27 

28 29 30     



12 

District Global Action Team 

Global Leadership Team (GLT) 
PCC David Eisen 
1112 E. Third Street 
Mishawaka, IN 46544 
H: 574-255-5613 
C: 574-250-1469 
d.eisen01@yahoo.com 

Global Membership Team (GMT) 
PDG Mary Klempay 
52140 Kenilworth Road 
South Bend, IN 46637 
H: 574-243-8046 
C: 574-286-4499 
maryrsb@comcast.net 

Global Service Team (GST) 
Lion Alan Beehler 
65355 Dogwood Road 
Wakarusa, IN 46573 
H: 574-633-4914 
C: 574-707-2937 
mtlcsecabee@aol.com 

Model Club Deadline Extended 

Clubs committing to become Model Clubs 

between July 1, 2021, and Campaign 

100’s end now have three years from the 

date of commitment to reach their goals. 

Club LCIF coordinators and other leaders: 

We need every club, Lion, and Leo to help 

ensure Campaign 100 success. Earn 

limited-edition recognition, and be part of 

Campaign 100 and our history! 

District Administrator 
(for assistance with MyLCI & MyLion) 

PDG Ann Haffner 
11268 N. SR 13 
Syracuse, IN 46567 
H: 574-457-3054 
C: 574-457-6118 
ann_haffner@yahoo.com 

District Newletter Editor 

PDG Paul Russell 
P.O. Box 31 
Lakeville, IN 46536-0031 
C: 574-250-2621 
H: 574-784-9094 
pdgpaul25g@gmail.com 

Mark Your Calendar 

Sat, Oct 30, 2021 District Cabinet Meeting #2 

Community Building, Urbana 

Sat, Jan 22, 2022 Mid-Winter Conference 

Crowne Plaza Indianapolis Airport, Indianapolis 

Sat, Feb 19, 2022 District Cabinet Meeting #3 

Leesburg Community Building, Leesburg 

Saturday, March 12, 2022 District Convention 

Argos United Methodist Church, Argos 

Apr 29—May 1, 2022 State Convention 

Wyndham Indianapolis West, Indianapolis 

Sat, May 14, 2022 District Cabinet Meeting #4 

Vandalia Railroad Station, Culver 

Learn more 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/lcif-model-clubs
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